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The Veteran

Certainly the most interesting ribbons of
the veterans were the embroidered ribbons.
These ribbons were made between 1860
and 1900 by both American and European
manufacturers. The most famous and intri-
cate of these companies was the Thomas
Stevens Company of England. The ribbons
of Stevens are often referred to as Stevens-
graphs and the portrait silks have extremely
fine detail. The early Stevens ribbons were
used a bookmarks can be identified by a
vee shaped bottom with a tassel. The U.S.
Grant ribbon (left) was produced about 1865
and was one of the earliest from the Stevens
Company. A few variations of this ribbon
can be found with the title line of Vicksburg/
Fort Donaldson and Shiloh. The ribbons
from the Stevens Company can be identified
by name printed on the lower reverse, but

Staff many of the other manufacturers are not as
Editor easily identified. Some of the American
Roger Heiple manufacturers were B.B. Tilt, the United
Printing & States Badge Company, Son of Paterson
Distribution (N]), P.W. Turner, Son of Turnersville
Dennis Loba (Conn). and J.M. Litchfield & Co.
Not all the ribbons are of the fine line
Regtilis count as the Stevens ribbons, but are a
Contributors courser embroidery and usually are only
(Continued on page 2)
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The Veteran

The P_rgzsidgznt’s Message

W@ Greeting to all members,
old and new. This summer
M has seen a number of events
B that bear on the continued
interest in the Civil War. In
April a centennial rededica-
tion of a refurbished Grant’s
tomb was held. After the site suffered years of
vandalism and neglect, the National Park Service,
with funds voted by Congress, was able to arrange
for the renovation project. Marchers in the dedi-
cation parade included members of the Sons of
Union Veterans and the United Daughters of the
Confederacy.

In July two of the last remaining widows of the
Civil War met for the first time at Gettysburg.
They each laid a rose on the coffin of an unknown
soldier whose remains were recently found and
reburied.

In my own hometown, Mansfield, our Civil

W
Embroidered

Ribbons - cont.

(Continued from page 1)

text. Examples of these text ribbons are
found at the Pittsburgh 1895 and Detroit
1891 National Encampments. The De-
troit ribbon was used by the Executive
Committee to identify their members. A
small cloth hood was placed on the com-
mittee ribbons with the name of the re-
spective committee printed on it. The
badge shown has a metal top that no in-
formation is available.

The 1886 San Franciston ribbon of

{Continued on page 3)

Reverse of Grant ribbon marked 7.
Stevens - Coventry (England)

Dr. George Finlayson, MD

ar soldier's statue monument,dedicated in 1881,
had deteriorated and fallen to pieces. The sculp-
ture of the soldier is now being reassembled,
welded with missing pieces added, and an exact
duplicate will be cast in bronze. The goal for the
rededication is Memorial Day 1998.

Again a reminder, the Index for Volumes 1
through 9 of The Veteran is available for $6.00
each. Make the request and send the check to
me. | hope to see many of you at shows and auc-
tions, and as always, good hunting and good
health.

| The Veteran
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1886 was made
by J. M. Litchfield & Co. The 1886

ribbon is unsually found in poor con-

dition with a brown stain over the
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complete ribbon.

These ribbon are some of the
most colorful, delicate, and fragile
items that can be collected in the
GAR. Condition is very impor-
tant. Carefull display is also im-

(Continued on page 1)
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CONFEDERATE
CORNER #13

BY PETER BERTRAM #244
P. O. BOX 451421 : ATLANTA, GA 31145

le-mail:PeterBAtl@aol.com|

Hope everyone had a good summer and was
able to squeeze in a good CW show or two and
find a neat piece for their collections. Even
though Fall has fell, it's still summerlike
down here in Dixie (mid to high 80’s, etc).
Gotta love it Here we go..i.uwonai.

E. Bowles Collection

[MBR#:917A6-4501|

illustration at 80%

Desc: Unveiling of Lee/Virginia monument
at Gettysburg, Cavalry veteran: 3 pc (white
celluloid BAR in gold frame; yellow RIBBON;
white celluloid MEDAL in gold frame):
2-1/2 x 5-1/8
OBV:
*Bar: VIRGINIA in blue text.
*Ribbon: in gold text on

sabers/GETTYSBURG/1917

yellow: crossed

*Medal: black & white photographic image
of the Lee monument center; GENERAL
ROBERT E. LEE at top in blue text, UNVEIL-
ING JUNE 8. 1917 at bottom in blue text.

REV: Safety pin clasp, same for ribbon on

Bar; Mfg’s name on Bar and Medal; Ribbon

plain.

Mfg: The Whitehead & Hoag Co.

VIRG

e

¢\

E. Bowles Collection

[MBR#:917A6-4502
illustration at 80%
Desc: Unveiling of Lee/Virginia monument
at Gettysburg, Artillery veteran: 3 pc (white
celluloid BAR in gold frame; red RIBBON;
white celluloid MEDAL in gold frame);
=12 x 5
OBV:
Same as MBR#:917A6-4501 except:
*Ribbon: gold text on red: crossed cannons
with 3 cannon balls /GETTYSBURG/1917
REV: Same as MBR#:917A6-4501
Mfg: also The Whitehead & Hoag Co.
Comments: An interesting pair. There 15
undoubtedly an infantry piece to complete
the set. It would probably be identical in all
respects except it would have a blue ribbon
with crossed muskets in gold and the same
text in gold. So how about you - do you have
one? If so, gimme a hollar!
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|C0nt’ederate Corner #13 (con_t)l

A LITTLE HELP FROM
MY FRIENDS - PLEASE?

The research for my book on The Southern
Cross of Honor and The Military Service
Awards of the UDC is slowly winding down. |
am, however, still short a couple of illustrat-
tons., Can/will YOU help?

IF YOU HAVE A SOUTHERN CROSS OF
HONOR WITH A BAR REVERSE THAT’S
NOT SHOWN BELOW

PLEASE CONTACT ME!!!

SOUTHERN CROSS OF HONOR
CHARLES W. CRANKSHAW ON BAR
IMAGES NEEDED:

Pin Clasp A-Not Named : Pin Clasp B-Named

Pin Clasp A

Pin Clasp B

Pin Clasp C

T-Bar

Lapel Stud

SOUTHERN CROSS OF HONOR
NO CRANKSHAW NAME ON BAR

IMAGES NEEDED:
Pin Clasp/T-Bar! : Lapel Stud A-Not Named

Existence suspected
but not confirmed!

Pin Clasp or T-Bar

Lapel Stud A

Lapel Stud B

Lapel Stud C

TERRYS TEXAS RANGERS
34TH REUNION

e 153 G1

&

Dr. G. Finlayson Collection

IMBR#:904V2-4401]

Desc: Terry’s Texas Rangers, 34th reunion

badge: 3 pc (BAR with inverted five pointed.

silver colored STAR hung below; RIBBON on
back of Bar): 2 x §

OBV:

*Bar: pot metal; 1861-1865

*Star: R (Rangers) in circle in center, T-E-X-
A-S in five points of star.

*Ribbon: red; gold text TERRY'S/TEXAS RAN-
GERS/THIRTY-FOURTH/ANNUAL REUNION
/2 lines/ AUSTIN, TEXAS/NOV.15-16, 1904.

REV: Safety pin type clasp on Bar; Star and

Ribbon plain.

Mfg: Not noted

Collect Confederate medals, badges, and/or
Ribbons? Send me a #10 SASE for a sample
copy of THE CONFEDERATE MBR NEWSLETTER
(P.O.Box 451421 : Atlanta, GA 31145)

~1
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The Soldier’s Memorial Building
Toledo, Ohio

In 1881, a committee was appointed
to study the possibility of building a soldier’s
memorial building in Toledo. Among the
leading citizens on the committee was Mrs.
Kate B. Sherwood (future WRC president)

From this committee a resolution to
form a Soldier's Memorial Association was
made and members were chosen
from the Ladies Aid Society, the
Forsyth Post, and citizens of
Toledo.

The first major event sur- S
rounding the construction
was billed as “Toledo’s Tri-
umph”. On July 4th., 1883,
a grand day was planned,
opening with the laying of
the cornerstone at Adams
and Ontario Streets. Follow-
ing the speeches and grand
military review was held with
regiments from Ohio and
Michigan.

Later in the after-
noon a sham battle was ar-
ranged with both Union and
Confederate forces. As the
battle started, a heavy rain-
storm began and the troops
finished in a downpour.

This battle of Shiloh was car-

B MEMORLAL 5
O

faced Adams Street across from the Court
House in the center of the city. The broad
stone stairs brought a visitor to the first floor,
12 1/2 ft. above the street. The main tower
was over 100 ft. The building was very or-
nate, with many shields, flags, and memorial
urns. The style of architecture was Classic
Renaissance.

The basement was reserved for ar-
tillery and infantry store rooms. The first

'/ L /)//%

ried off with much success,
in spite of the rain, and the
spectators watched from un-
der the stands and nearby buildings.

During the construction the title of
the building pasted from the Memorial As-
sociation to the City of Toledo so that it
could be completed. The total cost of con-
struction was $65,000. On February 22nd,
1885 the building was dedicated and a
grand ball was held following the dedica-
tion.

The Soldier’s Memorial building

floor contained the Headquarters of the
Memorial Association, the library, and meet-
ing rooms. The second floor held the large
meeting halls and the third floor was re-
served for military companies and their
meeting rooms. The building was consider
the largest of it’s type in the country at the
time of construction. This grand building is
no longer standing and torn down by the
city.
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Grantville: part 2- Continued

(Continued from page |2)

home, the building alone of which will cost at least
thirty-five thousand dollars, and which will be begun as
soon as the sum of five thousand dollars has been se-
cured. Sixty thousand dollars will be spent immedi-
ately in the erection of various buildings on the town-
site.
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It requires no very astute intellect or brilliant
Imagination to discover what a beautifil spot this will
be at an early day, and how its property will more than
double in a few months’ time.

The agents are W.H. Holabird & Company,
Fifth Street, between D and E. Mr. Holabird himself
has served his country in both army and navy of the
Rebellion, and is a member of the Grand Army of the
Republic. Consequently he knows what the old veter-
ans want, gratified easily by the foresight and energy
united to form the superior business qualifications of
Mr. Holabird.

Editor Notes:
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The area that was “Grantville” is now part of
the city of San Diego, and is located East of the San
Diego Mission and Jack Murphy Stadium. Heading
East from Interstate 5 on Interstate 8, you will pass In-
terstate 15. The next exit is Mission Gorge Rd. Exit
at that road and travel North into what was Grantville,
Today, this area is a busy California community, with
nothing that would give anyone a clue that this was
once planned as a veterans’ city. The names of Ho-
labird, VanDever and Sheridan are the remaining
names of veterans. Grandyville park, located close to
the hospital is one of the few uses of the name
“Grantville”. No traces of a soldiers home exist, and
there is no evidence that one was ever built.

Most of the local people know little of the sol-
diers home and colony. Inquiries at the Mission drew
a blank. A discussion with a house mover that has
been in the area for a long time provide a couple of
clues. He stated that he had moved a couple of homes
that were thought to be homes of Civil War veterans.

1908 Embroidered Grantville would certainly be a fine project for some-
National Encampment Ribbon one living in the San Diego area. If anyone is inter-
Toledo, Ohio ested, the editor would help supply available source-

materials and leads developed in three trips to the area.
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(Continued from page 3)

. portant with textiles, and these

: ribbons should receive special
care. Restoration of the rib-

? bons is almost impossible and if
! a ribbon is in very poor condi-

¢ tion a backing of a similar silk

! could be attached.
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The 3BN-GAR Column

Jr % A o A Ak ko Early Veteran Aectivitics following the War

* * Who was the founder ple justice to his memory, as
G % of the Grand Army of well as to his family and com-
2 X the Republic? rades, to here give the resolution
ol X It now seems this is adopted by the Department En-
* * not a question, as B. F. campment of Illinois, held at
: * Stephenson is univer- Springfield, July 12, 1866. It is

***********: sally recognized as the
symbol of the Early GaR 186368 tounder by all current

historians and collec-

tors of Grand Army
materials. Yet, as late as 1883, a
number of veterans were still ac-
tively discussing this topic. The
controversy can be traced to two
important sources. First, the GAR
almost was defunct in the early
1870’s. When the many depart-
ments reorganized, much of the
early history was lost. Records
had been lost by neglect and in one
case, fire at the National Head-
quarters. Second, the History of
the GAR by Robert Beath gave way
to much credit to Rev. Rutledge.
Stephenson had died at an early
age, so neither his testimony or
papers were available to set the
record straight. A number of vet-
erans claimed to be there at the
beginning. In a document, Beath
himself is credited for being a
founder of the GAR.

So the 19th. National Encamp-
ment decided to put an end to this
situation and developed a resolu-
tion as follows:

The question having been
raised as to whether the late
Comrade Dr. B. F. Stephenson,
of Springfield, Ills, was really
the first mover in the organiza-
tion of the Grand Army of the
Republic, it is deemed but sim-

as follows: Whereas, We, the
members of the Grand Army of
the Republic recognize in Maj. B.
F. Stephenson, of Springfield,
Ill.,, the head and front of the
organization; be it there fore.
Resolved, That for the energy,
loyalty and perseverance mani-
fested in organizing the Grand
Army of the Republic, he is enti-
tled to the gratitude of all loyal
men, and that we, as soldiers,
tender him our thanks, and
pledge him our friendship at all
time and under all circum-
stances.

In his Blue Book, Comrade
Beath also gives the credit to
Comrade Stephenson for sug-
gesting the idea of the organiza-
tion and making the draft of the
first ritual.

This resolution did actually es-
tablish Stephenson as the founder
of the GAR, but a second contro-
versy continued, “Was Stephenson
the first commander of the GAR,
provisional commander, or just the
founder without any title of
commander-in-chief?”

This will be answered and it will
be proved beyond any doubt in the
3BN column in the next issue of
The Veteran.

RLH
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The Veterans Colony & Soldier
Home in Grantville, California
Part Two

The veteran colony of Grandbville is still sur-
rounded by mystery. No remains of the colony can
be located and almost all traces have disappeared.
This is the second half of a manuscript in the collec-
tion of The San Diego Historical Society.

Two hundred and twenty acres of this superb Mission

Valley have been selected, after every spot has been
gone over and examined thoroughly, to be sure that

the most available, and the very best all things con-
sidered, has been secured, which have been cut up
into a town site of fifteen hundred lots laid out

around the projected soldiers’ home, which with the

campus will occupy two entire blocks, the campus

being oval in form, with Grant Circle leading around

it, with Lincoln, Meade, Sherman, Sherdian, Logan

and other avenues, and with cross streets named for

people prominent in laying out the town. All this

work has been done by the Junipero Land and Water

Company, who are now laying water pipes, and will

soon begin the construction of an electric road to

connect with the one already operated by a motor
to Old Town. Preparations are being made to in-
sure this spot to be one of the most desirable in ev-
ery way, and it already is by nature, in the entire
State. The thousands and thousands who come to
Southern California will all visit Mission Valley, be-
cause it has a history; their patriotic sentiments will
be aroused, because it has a soldiers’ home; and
they will invest, and, unable to get away from so
charming a spot, will in the majority of cases stay
there.

It will be one of the most beautifill sections of the
State; for plenty of money and hard work by a
public-spirited town company and a live real-estate
agency, seconding, the original bountifill provisions
of nature, will guarantee that resuit. At the foot of
Logan Avenue, fronting on the San Diego River,
has been located a twenty acre park and garden for
the home, which will be made as beautiful as
bloom can make it.

It order that people may contribute liberally
to the building up and settling of this town, the pro-
prietors offer to donate one-third of the entire pro-
ceeds of sales to the Grand Army of the Republic
for the purpose of erecting and maintaining a

(Continued on puge 91
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