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President’s Corner

by Pres. Dennis Loba

Hello everyone and welcome to
all our new members! I hope this
issue of The VETERAN finds you
all ready for the Holidays. Please
accept my warmest Holiday Greet-
ings!

A couple of months ago I at-
tended the Plaque Rededication Cer-
emony at the site of Libby Prisonin
Richmond, VA. It was a very nice
affairand I'had the pleasure of meet-
ing people like John "Jack" Libby
(great-grandson of Libby Prison's
original owner), Paul Revere, Jr.
(whose two great-uncles were pris-
oners atLibby), Mr. Allen W, Moore
(National Commander of the Sons
of Union Veterans), Col. J.E.B.
StuartI'V (representing the National
Commander of the Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans), Mrs. A.J, Lacavera
(President General of the U.D.C.),
and a host of others. I also met up
with CWVHA member Bud
Atkinson and enjoyed a nice con-
versation with him and some other
fellow Sons of Union Veteranmem-
bers. There was also a very nice
reception held in the Museum of the
Confederacy garden that evening.
The Museum had set up a special
display on Libby in its lobby, and I
was flattered to have been asked to
loan a number of artifacts for the
exhibit. One of the most unique
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Above. Program cover for the Rededication of the Plaque marking the

site of Libby Prison, CSA.

things I saw at this event was an
older gentleman wearing his great-
grandfather's EX-POW Survivors
badge with a "LIBBY" and other
prison bars. He was very proud of it

and while I thought the badge could
be damaged by being wom, I also
felt it was very appropriate to see it
at such an event. That's all for
now...again, Happy Holidays!
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Welcome to New
Members

#203 Mr. David Glover

301 Lakeview St.
Whitehouse, TX

ucv

Mr. Bryan Bossier, Ir.
Box 379

Woodworth, LA 71485
National GAR & UCV
Mr. Michael Wilson
Oak'n Ridge Farm

Box 330 A

Hume, VA 22639

Mr. Albert Jewell

129 Chimney Lane
Wilmington, NC 28409
GAR, UCV, SV, EX-POW,
NAVAL VETS

Mr. Ben Kindred

1422 N. 164th St.
Omaha, NE 68118

All CW veteran items
Linn Kindred

4828 Jersey Ridge Rd., Apt. 4
Davenport, [A 52807

#204

#205

#206

#207

#208

All CW veteran items,
especially from Iowa

Mr. Lynn Howard

Box 261

Stoughton, WI 53589
GAR, EX-POW, SV, swords
and badges

#209

Address changes. Please note the fol-
lowing new addresses;

Dennis Keesee
6915 Central College Rd.
New Albany, OH 43054-9742

Howard Averbach
1919 Delaware Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Anyone who knows the current
address of recent new member #190
John Bowen, please let Sec. Rance
Hulshart know. Rance's address is to
the left. John's last known address was
48 East Main St., Hyannis, MA 02601,
All of his mail is being returned. It is
important for those members who are
moving to send in your address change
to insure that you continue to receive
"The VETERAN".

Spoon Checklist
Offer

by Rance Hulshart

For several years I have diligently
compiled a collection of GAR and re-
lated souvenir spoons. Although my
collection is far from complete, I feel
that T have a large enough represen-
tation to make an offer of a check-
list worthwhile. For those of you
who obtain the list, if you have a
spoon variation which is not on
the list, please send me a
photocopy and descrip-
tion. Also, if you have
any duplicates for sale or
trade, please contact me
as I have several duplicates
which I will trade, one-for-one.

If you would like to have this checklist,
please send $4 to me at 4000 Old
Orchard Rd., York, PA 17402.

Secretary’s
Message

by Sec. Rance Hulshart

Greetings to all with a special
welcome to all of our new members. [
would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the members who have sub-
mitted articles for use in "The VET-
ERAN". Without membership sup-
port, our newsletter as we have become
accustomed to it would cease to exist.
Please continue to send in the great
articles which you have been submit-
ting.

Applications for the 1994
Mansfield, Ohio Civil War Show (site
of our annual CWVHA Encampment)
are currently available. Any member
who wishes to obtain a table to exhibit
or display items should contact Donald
Williams, 1083 OQak hill Circle,
Ashland, OH 44805, phone 419-289-
3120.

I hope everyone's Thanksgiving
Holiday was pleasant and that your
Christmas Holiday will be joyous. Good
luck this winter in finding that rare
veteran item or that rare item for which
you have been

searching in/—\

We all lope gou
qel well ioou,

vain!
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G.AR.
Commander-in-
Chief John P. Rea
1887-1888

Submitted by Pres. Dennis Loba
Sources: "History of the G A.R.", Beath,
1888; "GAR 34th Encampment National
Journal, Chicago, 1900"

"Major John Patterson Rea, Com-
mander-in-Chief, was born in Chester
county, Pennsylvania, October 13,
1840. Heresided at his birthplace until
September, 1860, when he removed to
Miami county, Ohio, and there taught
school until April 17, 1861, when he
enlisted in the 11th Ohio Infantry, a
three months regiment. On August 20
he re-enlisted in Company I, 1st Ohio
Cavalry. He was commissioned Sec-
ond Lieutenant on the 23rd of Septem-
ber, 1861, and for gallant and meritori-
ous service was promoted First Lieu-
tenant March 12, 1862, and Major
November 23, 1863, on account of
gallant service at Cleveland, Tennes-
see. Major Rea served with his regi-
ment continuously in the Army of the
Cumberland until November 24, 1864,
when he was obliged to resign on ac-
count of ill health. During his term of
enlistment he wasabsent from his com-
mand butseven days, when he was held
as a prisoner of war,

Afterhisretirement from the army
he entered the Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity, and graduated in June, 1867. He
returned to Pennsylvania, where he
studied law with O.J. Dickey, the part-
ner of Hon. Thaddeus Stevens, and in
1869 was admitted to the bar.

In April, 1869, Major Rea was
appointed Assessor of Internal Rev-
enue for the Ninth District of Pennsyl-
vania, and held this position until May,
1873, when the office was abolished.

Above. G.AR. Commander-in-Chief Major John P. Rea, 1887-1888.

He resumed the practice of law, and
continued ituntil January 1, 1876, when
he removed to Minneapolis and took
editorial charge of the Tribune of that
place, in which position he remained
until May 1, 1877, when he again took
up the practice of law. In November,
1877, he was elected Probate Judge of
Hennepin county, and was reelected
for two years in November, 1879. He
refused a renomination in 1881, and
continued in the practice of law until
April, 1886, when he was appointed
District Judge to fill a vacancy. In
November of the same year he was
unanimously elected for six years to the
same office, which position he now
holds. He joined the Grand Army of the

Republic at Piqua, Ohio, in December,
1866. He wasa charter member of Post
84, Lancaster, and represented the Post
in several Department Encampments
prior to his removal to Minneapolis. In
1881-82he served as Senior Vice-Com-
mander Department of Minnesota, and
as Department Commander, 1883.
Major Rea was also Senior Vice-Com-
mander-in-Chief, 1884."

Major Rea was a member of Mor-
gan post 4 (Past Post Commander) of
Minneapolis. He died on May 28, 1900
at Nicolet Island, Minnesota. He was
laid to restin a village church yard dear
his family in Lower Oxford, Chester
County, Pennsylvania,
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Bade Description
37th National
Encampment Delegate’s

Badge, 1903

article and illustration submitted
by Pres. Dennis Loba

The 1903 Delegate, or in this case
"Representative”, badge is pictured to
the right and is the third of the three-
dimensional badges worn by Grand
Army National encampment members
(the other two 3-D badges were 1888
and 1897). This badge, made by the
Pettibone Manufacturing Co. of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, has always been consid-
ered very "collectible" if only for its
colorful and unique appearance.

The top pinbar consists of a red
enamelled scroll trimmed in gold and
inscribed "REPRESENTATIVE" in
gold letters. The pinbar is surmounted
byagoldeagle withoutstretched wings,

Suspended from the pinbar by a
single chain ling on either side is the
central portion of the badge which has
a 3-D brass bear head predominantly
featured at its center. The bear head
disk is a separate piece (hollow in the
back ) of thin chocolate bronze riveted
twice to its base. The bear head is
circumscribed "37® NATIONAL EN-
CAMPMENT SAN FRANCISCO
1903" in gold letters on a white enam-
elled background. Showing from be-
hind are portions of the U.S. flag and
the California state flag all enamelled
in red, white, blue, gold and brown.

From the center portion of the
badge hangs the bottom drop which is
in the shape of the GAR membership
star withits typical service branch sym-
bols and centering the letters GAR in
red, white and gold enamel.

The backer ribbon is light gold
with a heavy ribbing running vertically
oneachedge. Thereverse of the badge
is marked with only the name and city
of its maker.

Special note: For its size, this
badge is fairly light in weight which
would lead one to believe itis not made
entirely of bronze, but possibly from
an aluminum alloy.

A Grand Army Fellow (or not?)

First Lt. Isaac N. Coltrin, Charter Member GAR Post #1, Decatur, Illinois
by Howard Siglag, MD

I'have been fascinated by the early years of the GAR probably because little
has survived from this tumultuous period. Researching is difficult and requires
much persistence and patience. So I was trying to learn more about the twelve
charter members of Post #1 Decatur, Illinois born the evening of April 6th, 1866

- 127 years ago.

About Isaac Coltrin, one of those first twelve, little is known; however, I was
able to piece the following together. Coltrin was born in 1834. At the age of 19,
he married Emma Fearn in Columbus, Ohio. They lived at 705 N. Union Street
in Decatur and there were no children from this marriage.

Above. 37th National encampment
Delegate's Badge, San Francisco, CA, 1903.

During the War Between
the States, Isaac enrolled in
Company F 68th Regiment
Illinois Volunteer Infantry as
a 2nd Lt. in Clinton, Illinois
for three month service on
May 30, 1862. He was mus-
tered into service on June 20,
1862 at Camp Butler, Illinois
and 99 days later on Sept. 26,
1862 was mustered out.

He arain resurfaces 19
months later when he enrolled
in Company G 145 Regiment
Illinois Volunteer Infantry on
April 30, 1864 as a 1st Lt. at
Clinton, Illinois. He was mus-
tered into service on June 9,
1864 for a period of 100 days.

In 1866, Benjamin
Franklin Stephenson, MD, ex-
surgeon of the 14th Illinois
Infantry, was attempting to
formulate a constitution and
ritual for his newly conceived
and nameless veteran's orga-
nization. Considerations for
names were "The Advanced
Guard of America" or "The
Grand Army of Progress".
Stephenson enlisted the assis-
tance of other interested vet-
erans including Isaac Coltrin.
Coltrin was co-publisher of
The Decatur Tribune with Jo-
seph M. Prior (another charter
member of Post #1). Together
in secrecy, Coltrin and Prior
printed the first ritual for The
Grand Army of the Republic.

Stephenson was urged to
organize in Springfield but was
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approached by J.W. Routh, MD, and
Capt. Michael F. Kanan (both veterans
from Decatur) who obtained the neces-
sary signatures and presented their ap-
plication directly to Stephenson in
Springfield. Thus Decatur Post #1 was
born on April 6, 1866 with twelve
charter members. Springfield Post #2
would follow the same month.

Twelve days later, on April 18,
1866, Stephenson "appointed and em-
powered" Decatur Post #1 to draft a
constitution and bylaws for the GAR as
was also being done in Springfield. It
took 22 days 1o select the best of both
drafts and a constitution and bylaws
were accepted on May 9, 1866.

Inthe Rulesand Regulations of the
GAR (Chapter I, Article 4 - Eligibility)
, "Soldiers and sailors of the United
States Army, Navy, or Marine Corps
who served between April 21, 1861 and
April 29, 1865...and having been HON-
ORABLY DISCHARGED...shall be
cligible to membership in the GAR."

ButinLt. Coltrin's military records

dated July 1864 is an entry whichreads
"Placed under arrest by order of Col.
Sigelcomd'g Port Rolla for writing and
causing to be published in the Chicago
Times a letter containing disloyal sen-
timents."!

Isaac Coltrin died in Decatur on
April 25, 1908 at the age of 74 years.
On May 16, 1908, Emma Coltrin ap-
plied for a window's pension 22 days
after the death of her husband of 54
years. Her request was rejected by the
War Department's Adjutant General's
Office because her husband had been
"DISHONORABLY DISCHARGED"
from the service of the United States
with the loss of all pay and allowances
due him. This order of dismissal was
confirmed by direction of President
Lincoln in Special Order No. 280 from
the War Department dated August 25,
1864. A copy of Special Order 280 is
to the shown below.

It is interesting to note that in The
History of the Grand Army of the Re-
public written by past Commander-in-

Chief Robert B. Beath and published in
1888, an attempt was made by Beath to
obtain as much early information about
the order from those still alive includ-
ing the military histories and accom-
plishments of the twelve charter mem-
bers.

In Beath's book, Coltrin's military
history mentions ONLY his early ser-
vice (1862) in Company F 68th Illinois
Infantry. Conspicuously missing is
Colirin's re-enlistment in Company G
145th Tllinois Infantry (1864) and his
unfortunate DISHONORABLE DIS-
CHARGE which disqualified from
membership in the Grand Army of the
Republic!

Elongated Pennies

by Rance Hulshart

An item which doesn't show up
often at shows, etc. is veteran-related
elongated coins. These are coins which

have been sent through a
machine that flattens and

SPLECIAL ORDELRS,

No. 280,

w ¥

{Eztract.y

WAR DEPARTMENT,

ADJUTAXT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
August 25th, 1864,

Washington,

* W Ll

4. S0 much of Speeinl Orders, No. 296, August 106th, 1864, from
Headyuarters, Departwent of the Missouri, a8 dishonorably dismissed
Licatenaut J. 1. Coltrin, 145th Illinvis Veluuteers, for * having written
wnd published a false und exlumuoious letter over the forged signature Jf
nnenlisted man of Lis regiment, which coused the arrest and confine-
went, und even endungered the life of the wan, and having Lasely
concealed his wuthorship of the article, nfter it had come to his Luow-
ledge thut the wan was undergoing punishment," is, by divection of the
President, hereby contirnud,

- L - -
By order of the Seeretary of War:

L. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant Addjutant leneral,

OrpFICIAL

2 e, / e

’A ssistunt Adjutunt Genernd.

elongatesthem. (There'seven
a collectors club for elon-
gated coins. Contact The
Elongated Collectors, P.O.
Box 161, Fenton, MI 48430
(313) 629-3041 - Dave
Maloney). On one side is im-
pressed the name on the ac-
tivity or event which is being
held and/or commemorated.
{cont'd.)

Abm”e. NJ’a, Efbngatéd :

Above. War Department Special Order No. 280 dishonorably discharging GAR charter

member 1st Lt. Isaac Coltrin.

coin souvenir of the 44th
GAR National held at
Atlantic City, NJ in 1910,
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Illustrated below and on the following
page are three examples. Each ex-
ample isassigned acode number which
istaken from "Yesterday's Elongated's"
by Lee Martin and Dottie Dow. Thisis
an excellent reference book for anyone
interested in this collecting field. Other
veteran-related elongateds known to
exist but not illustrated here include 1)
PENget 1, a souvenir of the 50th Anni-
versary of the Battle of Gettysburg in
1913, 2) TENxxx, a souvenir of the
50th Anniversary of the Battle of
Chickamauga and the 47th National
held at Chattanooga, Tennin 1913, and
3) SOCsov,a generic souvenir which is
marked "Sons/of/Veterans/[S.V. mem-
bership badge motif and motto. To the
bestof my knowledge there are only six
such elongated coins which have a
direct connection to Civil War organi-
zations. Obviously from those that are
dated, this was a popular souvenir c.
1910.

Above. PENget, elongated coin
souvenir of the dedication of the PA
state monument at Gettysburg, 1910

Above. NYroc, elongated coin
souvenir of the 45th GAR National
held in Rochester, NY, 1911

New Association
Membership
Application Form

Inserted in this edition of "The
VETERAN" is anewly designed mem-
bership application form designed by
Pres. Dennis Loba. Thanks, Dennis,
for this contribution. Members are
welcome to give this form to a friend or
duplicate it for distributionat CW shows
and events.

Featured Museum

The Connecticut Valley Historical
Museum is part of The Springfield
Library and Museum quadrangle lo-
cated at 220 State St., Springfield, MA
01103 (413)739-3871. Itscurrent Civil
War related exhibits include five main
features: 1) The daily life of the sol-
dier, 2) Women on the home front, 3)
Local manufacturing production of war
goods, 4) the "Springfield Republican”
newspaper, and 5) Veteran groups after
the war with a special display of
Springfield's GAR posts and relics.

Parking is free. Admission is $3
for adults which allows you entrance to
all four museums in the quadrangle
complex. Hours are Thursday through
Sunday, noon to 4, The exhibits will
run through June 30, 1994,

Upcoming Events

January 29, 1994 Charleston, SC
Civil War relic and book show; over
225 tables; held at Gaillard Municipal
Auditorium, 77 Calhoun St., Charles-
ton. Saturday only 9-5.

Info sought...

Member Michael Wilson writes:
"Iam sending my requests for informa-
tion regarding research of several vet-
erans [am conducting. I wouldlike any
information or memorabilia of the
Clinton Hatcher Camp Confederate
Veterans, Leesburg, Loudon County,
Virginia. Also any information on
George T. Ellmere, a member of the
same as above. I am also seeking any
info on Benjamin D. Wheat who be-
longed to the Fourth New York Cay-
alry and resided in Palestine, Illinois.
Any GAR info would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Michael Wilson
Box 330A

Hume, VA 22639
703-364-2768

Below. 10" long cast iron hatchet
souvenir from the 34th GAR National
Encampment, Chicago, IL, 1900,

The "G.A.R./Chicago 1900" is
attached to the hatchet as opposed to
being part of the casting. I have seen
these hatchets without these
additions, so obviously the basic
design was a stock item with the
"GAR" part added to suit the

occasion. - Rance
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Chelsea, MA
Soldiers’ Home

by Rance Hulshart

Many Soldier Homes located
throughout the country attempted to be
as self-sufficient as possible. Many
times they held fairs to raise money.
[lustrated below is a sterling silver
badge which I had attempted to iden-
tify for quite a while.

Obviously from the stickpin top
part (state seal), it was from the state of
Massachusetts. My records are far
from complete as to how many Soldier
Homes were in that state, but even if
there was only one it would not be
conclusive proof that this badge had
come from that home,

The break in my investigationcame
when I purchased a Chelsea, Mass.
Soldiers' Home 1902 Christmas Pro-
gram (illustrated upper right). The
back cover (illustrated lower right) of
the booklet has the same motif as does
the badge. Thus the badge can conclu-
sively be identified as having come
from the Chelsea, Mass. Soldiers'
Home.

Above. Chelsea, Mass. "Soldiers’
Home Bazaar” stickpin.

* Then conguer we must, for our cause it is just;
And this be our motto, ** In God 15 our trust.™
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave

Q’er the lané of the free and the home of the brave.

«Merry Christmas’
Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, Mass., 1902

Above. Cover from the
1902 Chelsea, Mass.
Soldiers’ Home Christmas
Program.

Left. Hllustration on the
back of the 1902 Chelsea,
Mass. Soldiers’ Home
Christmas Program. This
illustration is identical to
that appearing on the
stickpin to the far left.
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P R AN / L iy - Tiddea e SR ; Above. Metal UCV 19th Reunion Badge,
Above. Sons of Veterans Reserve, Lancaster, PA bass drum. Lettering and graphics are Memphis, TN June 8-10, 1909.
handpainted on both sides. Submitted by Rance Hulshart. Depicting Albert Sydney Johnston.

Submitted by Marshall Brighenti

Above. Cloth Banner, 8" x 12", used at the 67th National Above. Wooden G.AR. cigar box with hinged lid and gold
Encampment held in St. Paul, MN in 1933.- Rance Hulshart print. Interior lined with pink paper. - Rance Hulshart
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New Civil War Masonic Association

Member James Tenety, Jr. recently sent in an article about the newly-formed Civil War Masonic Association. The
CWMA is made up of reenactors both blue and gray who are Masons. The association supports the Grand Lodge of New
York. So farthey have held their meetings at different reenactmentevents. The group was founded by Bill Podsaus (Monroe,
NY), David Roberts (Bath, ME), and Bob Cornell (Stratford, CT). It was formally organized June 13, 1992 at Wompatuck

State Park in Hingham, MA. For more information contact CWMA, P.O. Box 836, Bath, ME 04530,
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THE NELSON INTAODUCTORY 6. . B, BANGE. |

COMRADES:—The cut representa my new INTRODUCTORY O, A, R,
BaDuE, comnprising -

YOUR NAME, CO. REG'T., POST AND CORPS !

Lo he worn®on specinl occasions and handec down as a memento
o future generntinng, us the badges are made to last for all vime
und keep their color, from s Rolled Gold Flute that 1 WARFTBNT 10
atand n 14 karat test, : {

Contlilent that you will apprecinte this bidge, rs it cOmprises
all of the inseription desired to make {t the. mast eomplete badge
ever offered for anle, nnd fills a long telt want at & price in the
rench Of every CoOMBADE,

Sent un recelpt of price, $1.50 to Comraides only.

The Badges ure limited as I enn only sell at the above price, the
quantity that [ malee by my improved method of aornnmentation,
nmd solicic omters no fnater than [ ean do satistactorily and with

dispiteh. Yoursin F. C. & L.,
COMRADE FRED T, NELSON,
(Late Co. B, 62 Maua, Viala, |
PrsT 145, - - - ATTLEBOHO, Mass.

ADCRESS THE NELSON PATRIOTIZ M'FG. 0 |
153 BROaDwWAY, TAUNTON, Mass. |
P S—In ardering nlways print inscription to avold mistaliea,

Sl ol Money Registersl, as [ Register ull Fins in Return, IOVELR.

WANTED.=

=AREENTS

Ccmprisinz- Your Name, Corps

and No., Town and State. Cives Name, Ten! and No, Town

Giving Name, No. of Camp, also

Town and State, A very desir-
able Badge to be worn on afl

a lifetime, Price, $1.35.

Special Occasions and will last-

All that could be wished to
mzke it the most comp.ete in-
troduction on all special oc-
casions, Price, $1.00.

and State. You will see the
four badges are made to maich
and will beknown atall times as
a patriotic desigr. Price. §1.co

{OVER.

Above. Advertisement for The Nelson Introductory G.A.R. Badge - a memento to future
generations. Submitted by Tom MacDonald.




C.W.VHA. Page 10

“The VETERAN"




“The VETERAN"

C.W.V.HA. Page 11

Left. Illustrated is an oval
photograph (actual size 3 314" x 5")
of Robert B. Valentine, late Private
of Co. B 42nd, Pa. Valentine
enlisted for three years on June 4,
1861, and mustered out with his
company on June 11, 1864.
Valentine was a member of the Lt.
William Allison GAR Post No. 196 of
Duncannon, Pa., Perry county. This
Post was named in memory of 1st Lt.
William Allison of Co. B 42nd, Pa.
who was killed at Antietam, Md. on
Sept. 16, 1862. The Post was
organized in 1882 and, according to
the AAG report in the 67th Annual
Encampment Dept. of Pa. Journal
(held at Pittsburgh, Pa. June 13-14,
1933), was listed as disbanded. The
42nd was the first of three recognized
Pa. Bucktail Regiments. Note the
bucktail in Valentine's kepi, Also
note the "196" inside the wreath
insignia and the Allison Post 196
Memoriam ribbon on his coat.
According to an inscription on the
reverse of the photo, this photo was
taken by Hess of Duncannon, Pa. in
1928.

Below. G.A.R. Post Banner for
Lieut. Wm. Allison Post No. 196.

AR

o

AL l
i

- —

HE s 196.

<6,

e

Above. Two views of a wooden G AR.JW.R.C. ballot box in the form of a
seacoast mortar. This type of ballot box was used for casting secret votes.
When voting, members placed a colored marble down the barrel. A white
marble meant a "yes" vote while a "black” marble meant no. At the
breech, the marbles dropped into a drawer which could be removed for
counting. Written on the bottom of this example is "Made by/W. Penacost/
Republic O/Apr 26 1889/Pat. applied for".
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The Walthall
Column

Submitted by David Maloney. Excertped
from a collection of late 19th century
newspaper clippings maintained by Mrs.
Walthall and relating to the post-war
activities of her husband, Mississippi
Senator Edward Carey Walthall, former
Maj-Gen,, CSA, and later U S. Vice-
Presidential candidate.

Confederate Veterans.

The Mississipui Confed erate Veterang?
' Association was organized last weelk at
| Aberdeen, Mlise, The oceasion was a
most notable and brilliant one, and great
cnthusiasm  was manifested. Our dje-
tinguished Senator, Genl, 1. C. Wal-
thall, was the orator of the day. In
speaking of his splendid effort and also
of the success of the whole affair, a spe-
cial from Aberdeen to the Columbug Tn-
dex bas the following:

The Confederate reanion hera to-day
was a grand succesy, it being estimated
that more than a thoussnd were pres-
ent, and it is conceded to have been the
largest assembly of the kind ever Leld
in Mississippi- For Aberdeen and her
whole-souled people, it was indeed a red-
letter day.

Gen: Walthall was the orator of the
day, and as usual made a superb speech,
By many competent judges, able men
who have had opportunitie 8 of hearing
the greatest and most gifted speakers of
the country, the Senator’s effort to-day
is conceded to have been one of the
ﬁrs_mde@t speeches ever delivered to a
Lississippi audience. It was chaste and
orpate, yet pointel and forcible, and
whilg he stoutly stood up for the memo-
ries and glories of the old South, he
aligned. himseH fully with the progress-
ive S.outh as she is to-day. Every word
thav fell from his lips was a tribute to
thee dead or a benediction to the living
(Jontederate soldiers, and yet not a word
syllabled by his lips, if given to the world
in the couuection and spint in which it
was uttered, would jar upon the ear or
touch in unkindness the heart of any
air-minded man who fought on the
other side. It was wise, patriotic from
beginning to end, and reflected the
highest eredit on the speaker as well as
added to the honor of his State.

A permanent organization of Confed-
crate veterans for the State was then ef-
(fectad by the election of the following
‘loflicers: Gen. E. O Walthall, grand
commander, Gen. W, 8. Featherstoue,
tirst lieutenant grand commander; Gen.
8. D. Lee, second lienfenant grand com-
mander; Gen. W. D, Martin, third lieut.,
grand commander; Col, W, L. Hem-
miugway, quartermaster general; Capt.
tico. M. fovan, inspector general; Dr.
B.W. Ward, surgcon general; Rev. R.
"G, Porter, chaplain. The meeting was
well attended, and the utmost harmony
and good feeling characterized the pre-
ceedings. 1o %G
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% _Sergeanc Banim.
{An original Poem by M. J. Moses, M. D,)

."The storm of shot_was flyin -ﬁa
And throughi the marsaa A

" The wavering lines came swayitu back, .

As though the day was loat.
" The hurrylng wids were riding downwe
¥rom left k-and from rightyss
And sulphurous ciouds obsoured the sun
In blackness dark as night: o
o . i

On came the glitt'ring battle line ;
texed band, . '
‘Whose heroes held the crestsd hi
-8carce touching hand to hand, * . .
On came the steady columns down,
Like whirlwinds on the Slain, : )
‘Whilst batieries from the distant heights
Poured down their iron rain.. ~ i

Out l,‘.m!had"ym.m:,;T 'ﬁ.n-rry Chambers, *

With orders for the right,” ~ T
QOut went the noble Elliott— - it
(We buried him that night).
Brave Waldrop tukes the erders now, -
And as he turns to go, ~ b
The hurtl{ng shot comes plunging down, ' _
_ And luys our.comrade low.

i N

The storm incieased, the oharging line

- Q_rmém onward, w{:‘th « choer };m

The Gen ipkly turned his eye -
Whamm‘l—uhuﬁ__near. 5

Iu vain he oalled upon his ai@s—~s_

" None but the dead wary tl i =

“My Ged!” he cried, “wWHO can I send.
Those stout, brave hearta to cheer ¥~

I stepped to where the Geueral stood
And asked him if I'd do,
And uaid that if I did not fall
I'd take his orders thmnﬁh. d‘ "
Young Banks spran_; u)) and seize the nete,.
"I‘EL gol” hg oried, and smiled, nﬂ.
4nd whirpered as he rushed away,
“HE hus u wile and child.”

Again the atorm of batile surged,
Agsin the lines udvunce,

And now to save the little band
Seamed byt @ thing of chance.

“Tell Charpentier to open now
With every single yun,” -

Hb scarce had,turned to ses who went,

Ere Charpentier begun,

From pisce {0 piece the order went,
And through the darkened air
The booming cannon thundered out,

S
=y

. . While cheer re-echoed eheer;
And night came down with moon and stars,

And rested on the hill, - o
Where high ubove its bluod-stained crest
Our bannors fioated gtill. . ... —— -

From camp to oamp, from post to post,
I rode tgﬁough Sl that night,
To find who of my many friends -
Had fallen in the fight.
And every man I chanced to know
In staif, or line, or ranks,
I asked if he had seen or heard
Of *littlo Sergeant Banks.”

Till when I came agsin to camp,
~ _And found my young friend there,
My heart leapt up to tench my lips
'T'o speak his nume in prayor.

And since that dsy, when e'er I hu{
#*  Of heross from the ranks, - - .}

My mind will always HEAD the list-
With ‘“little Sergeant Banka.”



