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by Pres. Dennis Loba

[ hope everyone enjoyed the last
newsletter. Attheendofhisbeltbuckle
article, Rance Hulshart made mention
thatascollectors we should share infor-
mation and our knowledge on particu-
lar subjects. I couldn’t agree more!
Our Associaton was formed because
we felt that we needed a central point to
collect and distribute information to
anyone who had the “common inter-
est.” Once again, please don’t forget to
send in what you have for our newslet-
ter so it can be shared with all of our
members!

[traveled to Baltimore back in
September to meet with member Dan
Toomey, and he gave me the tour of the
old Fifth Maryland Armory. For those
of you whodidn’t attend, it is probably
the best kept military museum “secret”
in Baltimore. There are relics, flags,
weapons, uniforms, medals, etc. in the
armory from the Civil War to present
day. These items are well displayed
and all have descriptive tags usually
giving the Maryland soldier’s name to
whom they originally belonged. Tknow
that Dan is particularly proud of the
“Union Room” which displays Civil
War items used by Marylanders in the
Union Army. Dan was instrumental in
geuting the collection back on display
there. Thanks once again, Dan, for
inviting us!

new members! &

Badge
Descriptions

Drawing and Description by Pres. Dennis
Loba

The 1883 (17th) National En-
campment Delegate’s Badge, Denver,
CO, (see illustration on page 2) is one
of the few badges specifically men-
tioned and described in a National En-
campment Journal. The Journal of the
17th National Encampment states that
“At the opening of the Encampment
each delegate was presented by Com-
rade William A. Hammill, of
Georgetown, Colorado, with a silver
badge denoting his membership in the
Encampment. The badge was a very
elaborate piece of workmanship, con-
sisting of a representation of a rising
sun, in silver, two inches in diameter,
bearing the inscription around the outer
edge, “Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty
- 1861 - 1883.” In the center is the
monogram “G.A.R.” On the obverse
are the words, “Seventeenth Annual
Encampment, Denver, Colorado, July,
1883. Nil Sine Numine,” and in the
centre a shield with a representation of
mountains on the upper half, and a pick
and hammer crossed on the lower. This

By orders dated May 1, 1883
just prior to encampment, Comrade
was rewarded for donating the silver
used to make the badges. The Journal
states “The following named comrades
are hereby appointed Aid-de-camps,
and they will be obeyed and respected
accordingly: Comrade William R,
Hammill, of Thornburgh Post,
Georgetown, Col., as a personal mark
of the esteem he is held in by the
Commander-in-Chief, and for his de-
votion to our Order, and his generous
donation of sufficient silver to make a
medal for each delegate to the Nauonal
Encampment...”

[Note that the 1883 National
Encampment badge (as are the 1947
and 1948 National Encampment
badges) is one of the most difficult
delegate badge to obuain - Ed.] &

2 - G.AR. Commander-in-Chicf
John F. Hartranft
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Commander-in-Chief

John F. Hartranft
June 30, 1876 -

June 4, 1878

Submitted by Pres. Dennis Loba
Excerpted from Beath's “History of the
Grand Army of the Republic”, 1889 and
“Generals in Blue”, Ezra J. Warner, 1964.

Commander-in-Chief
Hartranft established his Headquarters
in Philadelphia. He was elected June
30, 1876 and was reelected in 1877 to
serve a second term.

“General John Frederick
Hartranft, Commander-in-Chief, was
born in Montgomery county,
Pennsylvania, December 16, 1830: was
graduated from Union College,
Schenectady, New York, in 1853, and
first adopted the profession of a civil
engineer; but afterwards studied law
and was admitted to the bar in October,
1859.

“In 1858 was chosen Captain
of the Norris City Rifles, and at the
outbreak of the Rebellion, was Colonel
of the4th Regiment, Pennsylvania State
Militia. On the first call for troops the
Regiment volunteered for the three
months service. [On the eve of the
Battle of Bull Run the troops marched
to the rear claiming the expiration of
service even despite the_pleas of
Hartranft. - Ed.] Colonel||Hartranft
(volunteered) as an Aid on the staff of
General Franklin, in the first battle of
Bull Run. [The decision to volunteer
forbattle later caused Congress toaward
Hartranft the Medal of Honor in 1886
-Ed.] Afterward he organized the 51st
Pennsylvania Volunteers, as its
Colonel, and served with General
Burnside in his campaigns at Roanoke
Island and other points on the Atlantic
Coast, after which the Corps joined the
Army of General Pope in
Fredericksburg. General Hartranft was
particularly commended for a dashing
charge across the “stone bridge” at
Antietam. He afterwards served with
General Burnside at Vicksburg and
Jackson, and in the severe trials of the
Tennessee campaign, including the
siege of Knoxville,

“His command  was
transferred to the Army of the Potomac.
He was commissioned Brigadier-
General (for his) gallantry (at
Spotsylvania Court House, VA) May
12, 1864. General Hartranft led the
storming party at the explosion of the
mine in front of Petersburg, July 30,
1864.

“When Fort Steadman was
taken by the Confederates, March 25th,
1865, General Hartranft advanced his
Division without waiting for orders,
and re-took the fort. For this service he
was brevetted Major-General U.S.V.,
receiving complimentary notices from
Major-General Parke, Lieutenant-
General Grant and President Lincoin,
[Soon afterwards, Hartranft was
appointed special provost marshal for
those accused of assassinating President
Lincoln. He was said to show
unexpected consideration to the
conspirators and especially to Mrs.
Surratt - Ed.]

“A commission as Colonel,

34th Infantry, U.S.A., was tendered
him after the war, but this he declined,
and, in October, 1865, was elected
Auditor-General of Pennsylvania, and
so served until December, 1872. In
October of that year he was elected
Governor, and was re-elected in 1875.
[He also served as Postmaster and
Collector for the Port of Philadelphia
from 1881 to 1885 - Ed.]

“He has always taken a deep
interest in the National Guard of the
State, of which he has been a Major-
Generalsince leaving the gubernatorial
chair. He was a charter-member of
Post 11, Norristown, and for a number
of years represented Pennsylvania as a
member of the National Council or as
Representative-at-large...”

[General Hartranft died in
Norristown on October 17, 1889 and
was buried there in Montgomery
Cemetery - Ed.] &

Encampment Badge

(above) 1883 National ‘
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(above ) Commander-in-Chief John F. Hartranft

The below article appeared in the
Jan. 27, 1991 issue of the
"Washington Post Magazine "and
was submitted by Pres. Dennis
Loba.

Sacrificial Limb

he macabre Civil War relic is just

off M Street SE, mounted on the
Washington Navy Yard's Building 28.
It's a black metal plate bearing this in-
scription: "WITHIN THIS WALL IS THE
LEG OF COL. ULRIC DAHLGREN US.V.
WOUNDED JULY 6TH 1863 WHILE SKIR-
MISHING IN THE STREETS OF HAGERS-
TOWN WITH THE REBELS AFTER THE
BATTLE OF GETTYSBURGH."

The story 1s even stranger than it
mught seem.

Dahlgren was a 20-year-old Army
captain leading a cavalry charge through
Hagerstown, Md., when a Confederate
round struck his right ankle and passed
through his foot. Three days later he
made it home to Washington, but fever

set in, and military surgeons had to am-

putate his leg just below the knee.

Dahlgren’'s father, Rear Adm. John

" Dahigren, had recently served as com-

mandant at the Navy Yard, where a new
gun foundry was being built. The day

after the amputation, an ambulance
took the leg to the yard, and a Manne
honor guard escorted it to the found-
ry, where the building's cornerstone
was about to be laid. The leg was
placed in a box, draped with an Amer-
ican flag and sealed inside the corner-
stone.

Despite the amputation, Dahlgren
subsequently returned to battle. Pro-
moted to colonel while recuperating,
he left hus sick bed to help lead a dar-
ing but controversial and ill-fated
1864 raid on Richmond. His stump

had not yet hardened enough to attach
a wooden leg, so Dahigren rode with
his thigh lashed to the saddle,
crutches strapped on the side of his
horse. He was killed when Confeder-
ate troops ambushed his detachment.
Now comes the truly strange part.
The foundry was torn down after
World War II, but the leg was never
found. The plaque nevertheless was
moved to another building, where it
remains today, a reminder of the sac-
nifices of war. —DWIGHT SULLIVAN
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E. E. ADAMS, Put Lijtast

New Orreass, April 27, 1850,
We, the undersigned, recommend JOEDAN B. NOBLE, Gea'l Jackson's Drummer, to all
peraons as @ wurthy, upright and honesi man aad one that has dons good scrrice in the Wars of 1812,
Haitle of Nex Orleuns, 1015, Florida, 1548, und Merico, 1546, as ¢ Drummer.
Ex-Govermor LOUIS A. WILTZ, THEO. A JAMES,
General JNO. L. LEWTS, W. L. McMILLAN,
Comuwodore WM. D. HUNTER, ° Hooorsble ROBERT C, DAVEY,
J. N. LAVILLEBEUVRE, L ADANMS,
Colunel A. W. HYATT, General A 3. BADGER,
Colonel J. B. WALTON, ' Ex-Governor BENJ. F. FLANDERS,
GEO. NICHOLSOX, GEN. THOS. C. ANDERSOXN.
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The flyer to the left was submutted by Ed
Huyer and is intersting for its content
which is as written below.
Headquarters
Jos. A. Mower Post No. 1,
G.AR.
Department of Louisiana.
New Orleans, June 4th, 1880

To all Old Soldiers and the Public
generally:

THIS IS TOCERTIFY THAT THE
BEARER,
Jordan B. Noble,

is a veteran of 1812-15; 1836,
Florida War; 1846, Mexican
War, and was a Captain in the
Seventh La. Vols, Union, raised
for the defense of New Orleans
in 1863. The “long-roll” beaten
by him called the American
soldiers to arms on the approach
of the British in December, 1814,
and amid the din of that
memorable conflicton the plains
of Chalmette, January 8, 1815,
the rattle of his drum was heard.
He followed the flag of his
country through the everglades
of Florida, in Gen. P.J. Smith’s
Brigade, and over the cactus-
covered hills of Mexico, in the
ranks of the far-famed
Washington Artillery, where the
beating of his drum first awoke
the echoes, where now rest in
eternal bivouac fifteen thousand
Union soldiers.

This aged veteran of
many years desires to support
himself in his old age by giving
“field music” entertainment in
which his historic drum, which
he has always retained, will be
used. We ask “the boys”
everywhere to be good to the old
man, and help him along. Heis
an upright, worthy old
gentleman, and will nor attempt
to BEAT anything but his drum.

Given by order of the
Post this Fourth day of June,
A.D. 1880.

Wm, Roy, Post Commander
E.E. Adams, Post Adjutant

More Buckle
Info...

Please note the following
additional information regarding the
belt buckles in Rance Hulshart article
that appeared in the last issue of "The
VETERAN":

1. The height of buckle #4 is 1 31/
320

2. Please note the dots after the
"G" and the "A" of "G.A.R" on
buckle #10.

3. Buckle #12 is smooth on the
back.

4. Buckie #13 has brass letiers 13/
16" tall affixed with prong fasteners.

Welcome New
Members

#140 Robert Lichtner, Box
2958, Fort Dearborn, MI 48124. -
GAR.

#141 1.D. McGraw, R.D. #1
Box 172, Hancock, NY 13783 -
GAR, UCV, GAR Post Officer
Badges, individual veterans badges
(ladder type and shield type)

Please note the following cddress
changes and corrections:

CHANGES:

#11 Howard Averbach, 6202
Walnut St., Piusburgh, PA 15206

#78 Debra L. Pender, 44 Ridge
Ct., Warrenton, VA 22186-2042

CORRECTION:
#129 William R. Brown, 446

Ewing Rd., Youngstown, OH 44512
&

Coming Events

NOVEMBER

16-17 Virginia: The 11th Annual Capital
of the Canfederacy Civil War Show. spon-
sored by the Central Virginia Relic Hunt-
ers Assoc., will be held at the Virginia
State Fairgrounds in Richmond. The
350-table event will be open Sat 9-5,
Sun.9:30-3:30. Forinformation call (804
264-1057. (804) 520-9120.or (804} 737-
3035: or write CVRHA, P O Box 9321
Richmond, VA 23227

DECEMBER o
7-8 Tennessee: The 5th Middle Ten-
nessee Civil War Show & Saile will be
held at the Nashwville State Fairgrounds,
This 1s scheduled to be the largest Civii
War show ever planned. with over 300
tables of Civil War weapons. uniforms,
books. relics, etc. Far more information,
contact: Michael Kent. Show Chairman
P O.Box336. Grayson, GA 30221, (404}
972-4904 orcalltoilfree 1-800-484-1071
then 4965,
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{above) Celluloid delegate's button
depicting three crossed Confederate
flags: "DELEGATE:![th REUNION:
UCVIMEMPHIS", May 1901,
Submirted by Marshall Brighenti.




History is Refinished
at Gettysburg
By Kay Frydenborg

re ot Pennsvivania s greatest
NISIONC ‘reasures. the Getts
Hurg hattlerield, s snowang s

d rain. zuniig
e Contnbuted

thar 1200 monuments.
{l-meant attemprs to arrest the
2amage have somenumes made matters
worse Lavers ot waxes. polishes and
3 iemporaniv covered stains and
Ors, dut tne natural beaury of the
was (ost a: well. Abrasive
s were used abour a decade ago
oo well, removing the top
Of Jronze aong with unwanted

‘odywanted a quick tix.” ex-
.arager Reed Engie, “but
out :hat sand blastng
. the wnole surtace of a monu-

New York Times storv
Damed m ot the damage at Gerrvs-
t acic man, out Engle savs a Park
Service studv contains differing inror-
maten. “We yer acid rain. and it's
WYING 02 .01 of wavs,” he notes.
“out oniy about 12 monuments are
reauds afecred —the ones made of ume-
stone or mardle.”

he Park Service—tunded bv dona-
flons from histoncal societies. senace
CHELs, el sciwul groups and its own
mainrenance budget—is restonng the
+20 most significcnt monuments, Sy
Were compieted in the summer of 1990
at an average cost of 31,000,

The restoration procedure, devel-
oped by government scientists., hegins
with an evaluation of the monument.
Sume require repointing of bases or
backrilling of eroded ground. Monu-
men:s are then blasted with ground
wainut shells, which remove surface
coaungs while leaving metai intacs.

The shells leave no oily residue to
prevent tinishing waxes from adher-
ing. Shell dust is removed using a high-
pressure water sprayv. Some statues,

134

Park Service crews restore monuments at the Geltyslmrg battlefield in
Adams County. The refinishing of 420 park monuments is designed to
offset the effects of weather, sunlight and birds.

especiallv those in wooded areas. are
treated with a fungicide.

The statues are heated with a pro-
pane torch to about 170 degrees, then
coated twice with a special paste of
beeswax. microcrvstaiine wax and
naptha. simular to the finish used on
bowling allevs. .

A dav or two s required ro restore
each monument. not including ma-
sonrv work or scatfolding set-up time.

The work is uncomfortabie in the sum-
mer heat. but the wax must be applied
to warm metal. The refirushing masxes
the monuments iook cleaner, but leaves
the greenish patina of naturally aged
bronze.

“We don't want evervthung 1o look as
u it was bult vesterdav,” savs Engle.

Kav Frvdenborg 15 a rree-lance wniter resid-
ing tm Stewartstown, York Counts

LILA LEE RIDDELL
Confedorate Vetoran's Banghter

Lila Lee Riddell, 100, the daugh-
ter of a Confederate soldier, who
tried unsuccessfully to save the
Confederate Home for Women in
Richmond, died of abdominal bleed-
ing July 23 at Retreat Hospital in
Richmond.

The state of Virginia established
the home in 1898. At one time, it

long care for needy widows, wives,
sisters and daughters of Confeder-

Town celebrates 100th
‘Bean Soup’ festival

McCLURE, Pa. (AP) — A bean
soup festival that started as a re-
union of Civil War soldiers mark-
ed its 100th anniversary with a
five-day feed that ended Sa-
turday.

Good weather prompted about
70,000 visitors to trek to McClure
for their ration of the bean-
and-beef recipe that kept the
‘[{(niou army fed during the Civil

ar.

The “McClure Bean Soup,” as
the festival is known, was started
on Sept. 12, 1891, by old soldiers
meeting at a Snyder County
veterans post.

“After much discussion, it was
decided to hold an old Army Style
Bean Soup near Bannersville in

the near future,” a history of the
Bean Soup says.

At the turn of the century, the
dinner was moved to a grove near
McClure that “was noted fore its
cold spring at the time.” It hasn't
moved since.

C.C. “Butch” Wagner, 82, is the
grandson of two Civil War
veterans and the son of one of the
men who helped establish the
Bean Soup in 1891. He was the
grand marshal of this year’s Bean
Soup Parade.

“I love the Bean Soup; been go-
ing all my life,” Wagner said. “Af-
ter it’s over, it gets mighty lone-
some around here.

“The Bean Soup puts McClure
on the map, it absolutely does.”

The above recently published articles were submitted by Pres. Dennis Loba. The top article Fppeand u: the "Pennsylvania Magazine. " The
article to the right is from an unknown source. The article to the left appeared in the “Washington Post™ on July 25, 1991.




DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS,

—_————— L :*

STATE OF ARKANSAS, COUNTY OF CRAWFORD,
tHEapQuarTERs Rice Posr No. 16, G. A. R, DEPARTHENT OF ARKANSAS,
Van Buren, November 8, 18go.

1y Our Comrades of the Grand Armt v of the Republic—Greeting:
| duty to infurm you that our brother comrade, Linzy (ribson, a member of this Pust
e War of the Rebellion as 4 private in Co. G. st Ark. Infuntry Vuolun-
rzed with murder in the first degree in the Madison
1867, and the man killed way a Rebel Gorilla

It becomes our painfu
o goud standing, who served duning th !
Lrera, till onorably discluargel, has been unjustly mdicted, cha

County Circuit Court. The killing occurred on the st day of April, ;
1d hostile war feeling which we ex-union soldiers of the South

nanied Wm. Prater,;and the killing grew out of the o _ u
The killing was entirely justifiahle and Comrade Lingy Gibson

lad to combat and endure even unto persecution. nt .
wave himself up for trial and was lonorably acquitted by the examining court which examined the charge at the

Line of the killing and. he was discharged. But ten years after the killing a different political party camne into
puwer in this Smre &das . result the vld charge was agam trumped up against Comrade Gibson, which we assure
vou 1s only a persecution on account of his being a Uniou soldier. Comrade Gibson is a very poor man and 4
man of family, and livesgn a small pension ot $8 per month. He needs assistance very much with which to em-
ploy coungel gnd pay otheg cxpenses neceasiry Lo the trial.  Should he be m:rthed_. the penalty is degth, and his

e to give the needed assistance, and

— Tl 75 sef TofMarch 4, 18gT We,as a post. are weak and poor and are unab
we therefore Barnestly pray you to send at once such Anancial aid to Comrade Linzy Gibson as you may feel able

to give.. THhsting we are not asking too much of our comrades in asking this charity for one in dire distress, we
remain, ; Yoursin F, C.and L.,

A, Y. KILLINGSWORTH,
Adjutant Acting.

W. H. CREEKMORE,
Post Comman ler.

Below you will find a copy of the endorsement of Col, A. S. Fowler, Depart
ended to the circular letter sent out by my Post in my behalf to the
7 A. R, Posts of this State, but as there are but few posts in this State, composed mostly of poor men, | receive
very little money over and abive my expznsEs i sending out the circular and [ am forced to the necessity o
calling upon my comradss of the North. | would not du this wers it ant a matter of life and death to me, and .
atatter of so much importance to my family and [ feel assured thit my old comrades in arms, when inforazd o
ity distress, will exhibit that spirit of charity that abounds 1n the breast of all that noble band of heroes known a
Uie Grand Army of the Republic, by willingly responding to a fellow comrade when in destress.

3 : Yours in F, C.and L,

To My 'Comrades Abroad:
ment Commaader of Arkansas, which was app

LINZY GIBSON.

P. S —Please send all contributions by registercd letter or post >fice money order addressed to Linzy tiib

suit, Van Buren, Crawiord County, Ark.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS,
(GRAND ARMY OF THE RREPUBLIC,
‘Little Rock, Ark, May 19, 18g0.
mentioned in the above circular, [ am sat

laving made inquiries concerning the case of Comrade Gibson,
| therefore indorse the abave appeal, am

(afedd that 1t is a meritorivus case, and one th it d=serves our jgsistance. 1
ask the comrades to respond to the same. A. S FOWLER
UFFICIAL: " Department Commander.
N. W.COX, ,

Assistant Adjutant Gzneral. |

]

The above was submitted by
Thomas L. MacDonald.




Preserving Andersonville

DEPARTMENT OF GEORGIA, G. A. R.

~f—~ OFFICE QF . 5=

BOARD OF DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES 01?
Andersonville “ Prison Pen” Property.

Heml-.|u.1riers. E. S, JONES POST Na 5 DEPARTMENT OF GEQORGIA.

v s

Theongh the

fesd and one Depaetment General Oeders you doubtless kuow ot e
parvhiase of the Ndersanvills

CPriaen Pen” Property by the Departinent of tieorgis,

A tlond of etters feome Comeides in every Deparbiment couvinees ns that you heartily sudorse our
actine o presees g Uos bidlowed geonnd to the (5 AL 1L and 8. of V. fovever.

O work s oy st b, The gronnds aee now mevely o wilderness, with the foets and breast
vk kil peeserved s e padisules wone bt teaceable; the depressions o the Ll sides et
kg Ll vaves b wloeh ome pooe Tes vowersl foow the Doey of Wice and the leas ot the sun,
Pl wells dug o water, with tnels for eseage, et cenuin, and Providenes Spring still throws oot
i Tl atrean b o the ceeek s lueh enighed witer o mosten the daily cationg ol wusitted el

This alows ik we bave meh to o dos One hadeed acres to be undechrushed ; o good fence il
cuvlostng Hhie grods s an avenne geivhed ome the depot 3w baibling crected o contain a msciy,
il e whieh some aid veteran nay reside to cars for the grounds and to keep ready a bed wnl o
il ab o dominal eosty or any old veteran visitor, aml the puymeut of some $200.00 of debt el
wtprovided fore These wre tlemy ol pressing wecessity and must by done Now, and we wsk your cuu-
tethution to defray cxpenses—unike iU s lavge as yono possibly e, [F we have u litthe wyver it will
not hoet, we e iy fases o restore the obl Bakery and eatranes to Maiu Street, or many uthor
things daily suggesiod toous in letters o the boys,  Every dollar sent us shall be receipted wl
aevonnted for,  Ahict eeonomy and aceonutability rules. This Cowuittes serves without puy, and we

asho it yon b fiheral ne yome conteibnitins until we can put arselves in position to sk govern.
ekl Tl g s s i s matter and we will ke Audesonville Park o plesaut
gl G every ol sobdier, il ineworind spot at wioeh nany of you will yet meet.

Yours dn B8 & L
JoOW STONE, M. Dy, Atlanta, Ga., President.
L D CRAWFORD, Muacou, (ia., Secretary.
I3AAC BECKETT, Savannab, Ga., Treasurer.

No B =Send wll conmninivations and ke @t remdiftanees pagable to the Secretary.

1L CRAWEPFORD, care New Hotel Lanier, Macou, .
HEADQUARTERS

DEPARTMENT OF GEORGIA, &G. A. R.

Office of the Department Commandaer.
Ciwcvnai LETTER, Nu. 3. HAVANNAH, Ga., August, 27ch, 1890,

| hereby certify that the Board of Trosices tfor the Andersouville * Prison en” Property were directed
by the Counal of Administration of this Depactient to dischargns the duty as set forth in the Circulur vl
its otlicers, hercto attached. This propecty, now belouging to the Departineut of Georgia, has been the
sceie of gread sutfering, ad many swl wwwweries cluster around i6; we propose to make its future
Listory w plesant one, bt the = founr hdeed ™ of Georgia are unable to do the work unaided, uud
they call npou their Compudes everywhere for issistance to care for this historic place, feeliug coufident
that there will be an tnediinte and Learty response to the appeal, whieh I wost fully endome and
recominend,

DAVID PORTER,
OrrictaL: Department Commanader.

Hiomas ZHleason i

Adsnstand Adjutand General, s ‘:;".2'. o

The above was submitted by
Thomas L. MacDonald.
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.| the guest of Judge L. N. Baldwin, and

Bpecial o Commercial Herald.

E. C. Walthall arrived at thia place
this moroing oo the 10 o’clock train,
and was met at the depot by a large
concourse of citizens, among whom

soldiers.
and accompanied by a band of music
and the Briscoe Rifles, commanded by
Capt.

.South.

The WALTHALL
Column

Submitted by David Maloney . Excerpted from
a collection of 19th century newspaper
clippings relating to the post-war activities of
Mississippi Senator Edward Carey Walthall,
former Maj.-General, C.S.A. and later U S.
Vice-Presidential candidate. The following
descnbes Gen. Walthall's participation in
Decoration Day observances, April, 1887.

e
Gen. E. C. Walthall reached our
town on Monday mormng, and was met

‘| at the depnt by a large number of eiti.

zens and by Capt. Briscoe con,manding
a detachimeut of the Claiborne Guards.
Duiing s stay le was the guest of
Judge I.. N+ Baldwin, On Tuesdav
the Memorial Associntion held a re.
ceptiou at the Bank Hotel, when many
persons, both ladies and gentlemen,
paid their respeefs to onr distingunished
vigitor. Gen. Walthall's vislt was a
gennine pleasure %q our people, who
all united to honor Lim. Tbis being
his first vistt to our section many were

‘| glad to become personally ncquainted

with one whose military aod political
eareer they both kirw and approved.
He has largely added to the namber of
his enthasiastic friends. The General
left for home Wednesday 5 o'elock p-

. ,?M"' GJtz"{"—"" /g?g_#t!t.ﬁ-l
Ol § /’ .

General Walthall at Port Gibson.

PorT GiBsoN, M1ss , April 25.—Gen.

were a large number of ex-Confederate
He was taken into a carriage

E. P. Briscoe, was escorted
through the principal streets. Faeis
tomorrow will dellver the oration on
the occasion of the decoration of the
graves of the Confederate soldliers.
Che citizens are taking a great interest
in the memorial proceedings, and
everybody will turn out. There will
be many long years before Port Gibson
forgets to honor the memory of the
brave boys who died for the Sunny

The memorial coremonies at Port
Gibson upou Decuration Day wera
beautiful and delightful. A vast
crowd was present, and the address
of Gen. 1§, €, Wallthall was er-

cliuning and sublime,—<Fr, |

e

ever

MEMORIAL OBSERVANCES.

The excrcises on Decoration Day
wore of the most interesting and plesss
ant character. Our peoplo Lave alwass
kept the [uith, and have never failed
to remember our dend heroes on the
annual return of the day, buot circn-
stances this vear excited perhaps more
than ordinary interest on the oceasion.
At 3 pm. the procession composed of
tha Memotinl Associntion and soldiors
of the Lost Canee, and the Claiborne
Gunrda having formed at the Court
[onee, procesded up Main Sireet tc
the Bank Hotel, where they were joiu-
ed by Gen. E, C. Walthall tha orator ol
the (day, and others in a carringe
Thenee the procession moved on to the
cemetery, a large multitude accon-
panving. The Port Gibson  Bruss
Band all the while gnve inepiring
mnrie, and at frequant intervals wae
haard the deep thrub of the cannon,
efficiently handléil by Mesars. Robt,
Watt and Morrig Thaloer,

Arviving at the cemetery a halt was
made around the long line of soldiers’
graver, which had been bLeautifully
deeorated, Fresh flowera were atrewn
apon them, a beantiful dirge was ren-
dered by the baml, other appropriate
services woere held, closing with a
prayer by the chaplain of tho vccasion,
Rev. E. H. Moanger.

None who atood about that impres-
sive rogiment of graves could fail to be
deeply touched as they thonght who

they wera that slept there, and for -

what they died. Dull would be the
lieart whoss patriotism antd reverence
for hernic virtoe could not be kindled
afresh by the time and the scene.

All then repaired to the atand erected
in a Dbeantiful grove tu hear the ad,
dress of Gen. Walthall.

Here he was introduced to the large
and expectant audicace in a monst elo~
aquent and felicitous manner by Hon. J,
McC. Martin.

Gen, Walthnll spoke for near an
hour. He paid glowiog enlogies to
Gen Lee, and other heroes of vur South-
ern land. He demounstrated the vnluo
of sentiment in formiog character, and
ahowed that, devotion to sentiment
had ipspired the noblest souls that
enriched any land. All that is
good in the new Suoth is the fruit of
the old South.

1G9

His linteners were appeeeiative, anc
tae noble sentimenis attereal found an

enrneat response In sl learts. Tle
Memongl Asancintiva felt that they
had foffd the proper one tn voice the

sentiment of the day, and a:l went
awny with deeper lova for the ol times
and the heroes which they Lad pro-
duced.

In conclasion Mr. Martio commenided
to the nssembly the wok underiaken
by the ladies of Jackson, to erect in
that eity & menument to the Couofeder-
ate dend,

The crowd waa very laryge, perlinps
never 80 Inrge on any former oceasion.
Many were present from Jefferson
county, from Vicksburg and other
points. As waa to be expected Port
Gibson and Claibbrne county geneially
centributed their members.

The exercises of the day were uoder
the direction of Mr. B, F. Chishalm.
Marshal, and Mr, F. H. Foote President
ol the Memorial Association, who per-
formed their part with’ the grentest
efficiency. Ladies more than we can
number formed wreaths and garianda
for the decorationa. This euded; a
most interesting occarion,

There were those who as they went
awny thoughtof other sleepers in far
away graves in Virginin, Tenpescen
and Georgia, and hoped that their rests
ing places would be as tlauderly cared
for.

Onr sectlon was visited Frida y even-
ing of Inst week by n copious nnd
timely rain, and our planters who
had almest become deapondent nye now
rejoicing. The clouds were frightful
in appenrance, but the storm wind
awapt vlsew here,

e tfi—

As the eamnon thundered out on the
march to tho cemetery on Decoration
dav, (ien. Walthall remnrked thatit

: reminded him of a eonverantion with

Gen. Furest. Gen. V. inquired of
Forrest why he was using his artillery

8o vigorously, na tiring was at random

Gen. Forrest roplied that he alwara as
svon as he got into an engngement
began shuoting whether he saw the
enemy or not, as there was not a shell
sunt that did not scare sema of ihe
enemy, and besides it kept np the
nptriu of Lis own men.




The VETERAN.

Unusual
Souvenirs

by Rance Hulshart

In Vol. 2 No. 3, our current
President, Dennis Loba, had an article
concerning souvenir badges which was
both interesting and informative. He
mentioned that he had swdied to no
avail old photographs in an attempt to
locate street vendors which would help
account for the large quantity of
souvenir-type badges that were
available to the veterans. Itoo looked
for someevidence in vain until recently
purchasing a souvenir 42nd National
1908 Toledo, OH postcard. Behind the
crowd-lined streets can be seen a sign
on a small merchant's building which
reads as follows: "GAR Souvenirs/
Post Cards Novelties/Cigars Tobacco/
Magazines". Along withofficial badges
given out by National and Department
headquarters and badges purchased by
individual posts or regiments prior to
attending, this helps account for how
general souvenirs got into the hands of
the public. No doubt many merchants
took advantage of the large crowds
attending particularly national
encampmentsand sold souvenir badges
at their stores. Following are some
examplesof these interesting souvenirs.
Future issues of "The VETERAN" will
contain more. #

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

These three photographs are of a 19th century cabinet-card-size
photograph album (copyright 1887 by A.C. McClurg.) Fig. 1 shows
a blue velvet cover embossed with "GAR" on a staff with flag. Also
on the cover is an 1869-style GAR membership badge made of thin
stamped brass and flag nbbon. The five-point star features, in my
opinion, Maj. Gen. John A. Logan and is also made of thin stamped
brass. Fig. 2 shows the title page of the album. Fig. 3 shows one of
the 18 pages. The album can hold 36 photographs. Each page has a
Civil War related scene and many pages also have a few lines of an
ongoing peem. Should any member have any additional information
concemning this album or a varying view of who s featured on the
cover, please submit these views to CWVHA Sec. Marshall Bnghenu
for publication in future 1ssues of "The VETERAN", Bearinmind that
Logandied in 1886 andseveral of the 1887 215t National Encampment
souvenir items (St. Louis, MO) bear views of Logan in his honor. -
Rance Hulshart




