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President’s Corner
by Pres. Dennis Loba

First of all, I'd like to welcome our
new members! We are quickiy
aproaching a membership
milestone - the one hundredth
mark! We really have grown -
from a handful of collectors at
Ashland, Ohioc to a truly
nationwide organization. | want to
thank those of you who have
contributed to this newsletter and

Welch, Co. |, 140th Pa. Vol.
Infantry. William Welch was the
subject of an article in Vol. 2 No. 5
of this newsletter.)

| haven't heard of any "grapevine
great finds" lately except a GAR
testimonial that belonged to one of
the Department Commanders of
Idaho - we should all be so lucky
to find such an item.

| hope you enjoy the newsletter,
and don't forget

pre-thank and
encourage others
(who | know were just
about ready anyhow)
to send in anything
that may be of interest
to all of us. We
received some
comments about the
last newsletter and
are still in the process
of refining it. Please
take the time to give
us your input.

to set down your
leaf rake long
enough to give us
your ideas, etc.

Schedule of
Events

The 4th Middle
Tennessee Clvil
War Show and
Sale will be held
Dec. 1 &2, 1990

The PBS special "The in Nashville, TN

Civil ; Wﬂf; ‘alfrecll at the State Fair

recently an @

that producer Ken Table froma GAR hall, $990. Grounds,Vaughan
A : From"Maine Antique Digest”. & Wilson

Burns did the subject Submitted by Dave Malo .

well. Time/Life Books - miee?y #¢y.  Buildings.  The

is offering the series on video tape
(call 1-800-424-7963 to order).
They are also selling a companion
book to the series through its book
and video sales department if you
are interested. The book is also
being offered at bookstore chains,
such as Walton's. (CWVHA Sec.
Marshall Brighenti notes that the
last Union veteran (wearing a
kepi) shown at the end of "The
Civil War" special was William D.

promoters claim this is the largest
Civil War Show yet with over 500
tables,  The show encourages
colléctors of Veteran items and a
major display award will be
presented to the best "Veteran®
display. For details contact Larry
Hicklen, 3511 Old Nashville Hwy.,
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 (615)
893-3470.

Welcome to Our
New Members

#94 Richard A, Mountcin
P.O. Box 619
Brackettville, TX 78832
Interested in: GAR . -

#95 Michael L. Vice

1441 Spotswood Furnace Rd.
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Interested in: UCV

#96 Vincent W. Alones

217 McKee Street

Floral Park, NY 11001

Interested in: GAR, UCV. Naval
Vets Loyal Legion, glass items

(Members, please notify the Editor
of any changes in address so that
our records can be kept straight,
the membership can be notified,
and (most importantly) so that you
won't miss a single issue of "The
Veteran"! - Ed.)

(it
73
ﬂ'; g o
| ?;z ~
=) 3
o=§.° g
qrzt N
= o
-2 .
émzﬁ ;
“ A
h O




Page 2

The Veteran

CW.V.HA.

Dennis Loba, President
336 Stuyvesant St.
Warrentown, VA 22186

Dr. Howard Siglag, Treas.
183 Hazelwood Drive
Westbury, NY 11580

Marshall Brighenti, Sec.
R.D. #2, Box 61
Belie Yernon, PA 15012

“The Veteran"
Editor - Marshall Brighenti
Agsoc. Ed. - Dave Maloney

Badge Descriptions
by David Maloney

In the Vol. 4 No. 1 (last) issue of
“The Veteran", John Muliay
provided a written description of
the 1887 (21st) and the 1890
(24th)  Naticnal Encampment
Delegate badges which are
described below and which are
accompanied by drawings
recently submitted by Pres. Dennis
Loba.

But before we do, its good, from
time-to-time, to get back to the
basics of nomenclature in
describing badges. What some
collectors refer to as "medals"
should be called "badges". Only
governments can establish criterla
tor and present "medals", such as
the Medal of Honor. "Badges”, on
the other hand, are devices or
emblems worn as an Insignia of
rank (e.g. Post Commander's
badge), of office (e.g. Post
Chaplain’s badge), of membership
in an organization (e.g. the GAR
badge), as an award or honor (e.g.

a Presentation or Tastimonial
badge), as insignia of official
position (e.q. Natlonal

Encampment Delegate's badge),
or as a memento or souvenir of a
special occassion (a.g.
Encampment souvenir badges).
Theretore, most if not all of the
decorative devices we see should
be referred to as "badges" and not
"medals."

Collectors of "medals, orders and
decorations” use the follwging
categories to describe condition:
(1) mint state - MS, (2) extremely
fine - EF, (3) very fine - VF, (4) fine

- F, and (5) Good - G.

QOur descriptions of badges should
reflect the standard nomenclature
currently being wused. The
following two descriptions
incorporate some of these terms
which are highlighted:

The 1887 21st Natlonal
Enceampment Delegate’'s Badge,
St. Louls, Missourl is a

WY _three-piece badge with ribbon:

The top suspension bar (or
badge bar) is of silver and is
inscribed "St. Louls 1887" and
centers a GAR star. It supports a
buftf ribbon with a suspension
ring from which hangs a round
sterling silver pendant (or
medallion) on the obverse of
which is the bust profile of John
Logan ancircled by the
inscription "*John A. Logan
Patriot, Statesman, Model
Volunteer'. On the reverse is the
Missouri state seal encircled by
the inscription "Delegate 22nd
Nat'l Encampment/Grand Army of
the Republic".

The 1880 24th National
Encampment Delegate’s Badge,

Boston, Massachusetts, is =a
four-piece badge with ribbon
behind:

The top suspension bar is in the
form of a cod fish. From its center
hangs the first drop which is a bar
inscribed "24th National Encamp-
ment/Boston August 1890" with a
GAR star on each end. From the
center of the first suspension bar
hangs a shield-shaped pendant
which carries the Mass. state seal.
From the ends of the first
suspension bar hangs a chain
which supports a wheel hub that
hinges open to reveal sterling
silver bust profiles of Andrew and
Farragut. Behind the badge is a

U.S. flag ribbon backed by a
yellow ribbon.

Above: 1887 (21st) National
Encampment Delegate’s Badge.

] "\-. ";?e
Above: 1890 (24th) National
Encampment Delegate’s Badge.
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Postcard Organizations
by David Maloney

The article following this one was
submitted by Rance Hulshart and it
provides a great introduction to the
wealth of Veteran postcard
material to be found, and don't kid
yourself postcard collecting is big

business. Postcard shows
typically have tables filled with
millions of cards for sale. Some
dealers purchase in lots of
thousands. | never fail to run
across some of these very

intersting and colorful collectibles
in my travels. Look for cards

published by "Raphael Tuck &
Sons" such as their Decoration
Day series, Also look for

postcards with embossed designs
or those signed by the artist, e.g. |
own a Sons of Veterans postcard
by Ellen H., Clapsaddie, a
well-known postcard artist.

For those who would like to
explore the world of postcard
collecting in greater depth | would
recommend the following clubs or
publications:

1. "The Postcard Collector". A
magazine published by Krause
Publications, P.O. Box 337, lola,
WI, 54990, (800)-258-0929

2. The Postcard History Society.
c/o John Mclintock, P.O. Box
1765, Manassas, VA 22110 (703)
368-2757. John is a major
postcard dealer and postcard show
promoter.

4, "Barr's Postcard News". A
newspaper published by Barr
Enterprises, 70 S. 6th St., Lansing,
IA 52151,

5. Deltiologists of America. P.O.
Box 8, Norwood, PA 19704, (215)
485- 8572,

Veteran Postcards
by Rance Hulshart #28

An area of collecting often

overlooked but very interesting is

postcards related to the G.A.R.,

u.cv. and the auxiliary

organizations. The variety of these

seems endless and it is a

collectible that can still be

purchased fairly reasonably. Most

of the postcards date from between

1890-1920's during the heyday of

Civil War veterans organizations. |

have included photocopies of

twelve cards to show an example

of each of the twelve categories in

which | categorize my collectlon:

1. National Encampment utilizing
stock card

2. National Encampment

photograph (often in sets)

3. Monuments

4. Greeting card

5. Decoration (Memorial) Day

6. Department Encampment

photograph (often in sets)

7. Department Encampment artist
drawing using stock card

8. Post, Soldier's Homes,

Memorial  buildings. etc.

9. Miscellaneous

10. Photograph of individual

veteran

11. United Confederate Veteran

12. Group photograph of veterans

or of a Post

This system is the way | divide my
cards into categories, but each
collector can decide for himself
the system that to him makes the
most sense. QOccasionally cards
fall into more than one category
(crossover) and each collector
must decide for himself which
category to place it in. Card #1 is
National Encampment using a
stock card and simply stamping

the pertinent motto's and motifs on
the card. Card #2 is an actual
photo taken before, during, or after
a National Encampment. (Many of
these cards show the veterans
parading but also many times they
feature how the town decorated the
buildings, etc. in honor of the
event). Card #3 is of monuments
erected for individuals, towns,
cities, cemetery plots, ete. Card
#4 is a general purpose greeting
card that mentions no specific
event of holiday. Card #S is a
Decoration (Memorial) Day card
as ie usually, although not always,
mentioned on the card. Many of
these Decoration Day cards were
printed in sets and there is a wide
and interesting variety of these
cards. Card #6 is an actual photo
of a Department Encampment.
Many times, but not always, these
featured the parade held during the
event. Card #7 is Department
Encampment using an artist's
rendition of the event. Card #8
features a Post headquarters
building. Soldiers’ Homes and
Memorial buildings also fall into
this category. Card #9 is a
representative of the
Miscellaneous category, ie. a
catchall for cards that don't fit in
any other listed category. Card
#10 is an example of a postcard
containing the likeness of an
individual veteran. Card #11
relates to a U.C.V. activity. U.C.V.
cards (as are ail types of U.C.V.
collectibles) are much more rare
than their G.A.R. counterparts.
Card #12 represents the final
category of cards which feature
more than one veteran ranging
from a small group to a complete
Post.

While this articie discusses mainly
the veteran post cards, keep your
eye out for similar categories of
cards relating to the auxiliary
organizations as well. The purpose
of this article is to present the wide
variety of categories of cards a
person can collect and to suggest
some way of organizing them.
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“There the ancient Arrow-maker

Made his arrow-heads of sandstone,

L * L]
With him dwelt his dark-eved daughter,
Wavward as the Minnehaha,
With her moods of shade and sunshine,
Eves that smiled and {rowned alternate,
Feetas rapid as the river,

b * *
\nd he named her from the river.
From the warer-tall he named her.
Minnehaha, Lavehing Water.'
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Question & Answer

Column
Submitted by Rance Huishart

(These questions relate to the
article Rance wrote In The
Veteran Vol. 4 No. 1 entitled
“Other Veteran Organizations" -
Ed.)

Why was the gold "First
Defenders" badge presented to
Miss Sue Jessile Yaeger on
October 1, 18917 What Is the
connection between the Union
Veteran Army organization and
the Unlon Veteran Union
organkzation? Also, can anyone
shed some more light on the
United States Regular Army Navy

Veterans organization?

A Grand Army of the
Republic Ritual With a

ifferent Purpose
by Pres. Dennis Loba

Recently, | acquired an 1868 copy
of the Ritual of the Grand Army of
the Republic (from another
member of our Association who
knows of my “love" for GAR paper
goods). | knew, however, that
there was something different and
unusual about this ritual when he
described it to me over the

telephone. This ritual was
contained in the same pamphlet
with the ritual of another

organization, the Machinists and
Blacksmiths Union. My first
thought was that maybe they met
at the same hall - the G.A.R. on
one night and the Machinists on
another. Perhaps they printed
their rituals together to save
money. But, | also knew from the
G.A.R. Regulations that the Ritual
pam- phlets were closely guarded
and collected after each Post
meeting with the Post Commander
ultimately responsible for them
remaining out of the public eye(1).
| assume that most Posts locked
their pamphlets away for safe
keeping as the Bluebook states
that a "...box should be provided for
the safe keep- ing of the
ritual..."(2). So why would they
reveal the ritual to the Machinists
and Blacksmiths? Obviously | was
bewildered as to why these rituals
would appear together, especially
since | knew the G.A.R. deait
severely (a dishonorable discharge
from the Order!) with members
who divulged it's secrets(3).

When the booklet arrived, sure
enough it was as described 0 two
rituals bound in one (see
photocopy #1). | opened it and
flipped through the G.A.R. portion,
not really noticing anything
different from other rituals that |
had previously seen. There were
two small details, however, that did
catch my eye on the title page - the
printing date (1884) and the line
“See Endorsements, Pages 18 and
19" (see photocopy #2). The
printing date seemed strange
because most of the rituals that |
have examined were all adopted
and printed in the same year -
namely the 1868 Edition, What is
more, | had never before seen the
"Endorsements” line in any other
ritual. Needliess to say pages 18
and 19 were the next stop, and |
read them carefully (see
photocopies #3 and #4).

After finishing these pages, | finally
realized what | had - a clandestine
G.A.R. Ritual printed by the
National Christian Association to
expose the secrets (in particular
the "Penalty for Treason is Death”
portion) of the Grand Army Ritual!
| was fascinated by what | had
found. Looking more closely at the
rest of the pamphlet, | discovered

the "Publishers Preface"
(photocopy #5) and, last but not
least, the "Remarks" pages

(photocopies #6 and #7) which |
found even more interesting.

Apparently, Publisher Ezra A,
Cook was a printer who
specialized in exposing the

"sacret" rituals of fraternal, union,
and other types of organizations.
Cook's order list (found at the back
of this "ritual® publication) gives
the prices and volume discounts on
many similar books and pamphlets
that expose such groups as the
Odd Fellows, Freemasons, Labor
Unions, and others.

You may be interested to know that
this G.A.R./Machinists and
Blacksmiths Ritual booklet sold for
10 cents a copy, or 75 cents a
dozen. | am not sure as towhy the
National Christian Association
wanted to expose the G.AR.
"workings® in this manner, but in
this case the 1868 ritual has been
printed in its entirety including the
G.A.R. Salute, Grip, and
Countersign for all the public to
see. Most of us, | think, are aware
of the criticism (just or unjust) and
ridicule that the G.A.R. received for
its influence over U.S. politics
during its long existence. But, |
had no idea that it was also subject
to religious criticism as well. |
hope you find this booklet as
interesting as | did.

(1) Grand Amy of the Republic, The
Grand Army Blue Book, 1902 Ed.
(Philadelphia, Lippincott Co., 1902),
pp 135, 136.

(2) lbid

(3) Ibid, pp 244, 245
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 Comtrining the Initiatory Coremonios, Auley®
; Cuncerning Strikes, Rute of Re- )
I b

THE CORRECTNESS OF THIS RITUAL INDORSED.

In anawer to J. R. Bowen, Pastor of M. E. Church, Elm Hall, Mich., in the

2. Michipan Holiness Record of March 1884, denying that candidates are aver

‘  Blindfolded or that & Cofin, Spade, Shovel or auy |mplements of cxecation

' - arueverusedorssenin s G. A. R

] eniered the army in 1863, a private; was fifty-four

,years of age; passed the board of examiners; entered with

the boys in blue, three of my own sons hemg in the same

" company. Did my duty everywhereas a private, and as

- far a8 [ could the work of a chaplain, unappointed. We

were drawn out in battle array to test it horrors and

¢ to fecl its thrusts. Many suffered—sone death. As for

mysclf I was well saturated, with blood, but thanks to

+ @od the wound was not mortal,  Yet I was reminded

while looking at the blood that it was ouly part of the

* price of the salvation of the country. I carried gun and

En::puack eighteen months and was then promoted to be
chaplain, and remained with the boys to the elose.”

=03 wAt home itwas evident that some enchantinrg element

was at work.  Tho old lodgeites, thu Masous and Odd-

fellows, they did so love the boys! Soena G. A. R,

camp was organized. The boys with one consent stund

in solid rank as before, and I, the “oll hoy!"wu.h them."

“But the manner and matter of going in—how r_nugh

change las been made in thuse schivols of folly within

i eighteen ycars, I have no means at present of knowmf;.

I ¥ But the M. E. parson Bowen makes the breach awfully

. wide, It mayliw he in s0 leproused over with lodgery

g : that he cannot speak the truth. As a case of two dea-

cons of the sume congregation; one of them being pressed

retty hard on the fact of the ante-room preparation for

rod o folly, declared he never had a cable-tow around his

neck to be led into the lod The other promptly re-

plied, ‘You liel Ihad hold of the rupe that led you in.!

“Now my knowledge of this matter is thus: prepared in

the ante-room; eyes closely bandaged; led by a guard

stminbling on a cireuitous route; onlerlc.-ul dlalt, and gut

down on your kneest” hunds on the Bille, our eyes wtill

a

TR

Cor)

-t o e R,

ADOPTED [N GENERAL CONVENTION

—AT—

PHILADELPHIA PA.

JANTUARY 1tiTH, 1868,

PUBLISHED BY ACTHCRITY OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,

SEE ENDORSEMENTS, PAGES 18 AND 190.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.
EZBA A COOK, PUBLISHER,
1884,

1o R

aFm

closed, wo were required to parrot after tha leadgy, he a
miserable infidel. I cannot now well recolleot, but I
know the obligation was so much like the . Freqmasqns
“promise and swear” that I said but little of it.w At the
close the hoodwink was snatched off and- a sepulehral
voice said, ‘Beware of the fate of any one thl.t.slﬂllgu

. the secrets of this camp;’ and s sign pointa to- an opé
coffin very near at hand. As for the oath I do sa IE::

lieve it to have becn largely & duplicate of the Masopis -

arrangement.”

“The correctness of the Ritual of the Grand Army of the

Republie, published by E. A. Cook and sold by the Na: *

tional Christian Assguiation, has been questioned. Tt is

doubtlens trno that changes havo heen innde since thisex- -

Imnu was printed; but it is also true that when first pub-
ishedl it was the work then in use. A soldier during the
war and a member of the Grand Arm ve a complete
expose of the initiatory work at Clear {a%“. Towa, during
une of our conventions there.  [le nsed tho coffin, cross-
swords, skull, Bible, ete.,, and carcfully explained the
various ceremonies through which the candidate passes,
and repeated the obligation administered, with various
other matters of minor importance. This he did from a
personal knowledge obtained in the lodge, and entirely
independent of, and so far as [ know, without any know-
ledge of the printed ritual.”

“A young man, member of the churoh of which I was
the pastor, gave ma aubsmntinll{vthe same description of
initiation as that given by Peter Woodring at Clear Lake,
and also related how territied another young man was at
the time of hisinitiation. Others have told me the same
thingand [ have no doubt of the correctness of the expose
atthe time when it was given. Doubtless the ritualistio
work has undergune some change, but the spirit, purpose
and character of the order remain unchanged, and are no
more Republicin, American or Christian than Freemason-
ry, or any other pagan despotiv institution of modern
times,”

J. 17, Srovvarv,

Asravan Hamrzsur, Dnrvn. CQl‘-O 5
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PUBLISHERS PREFACE

D5 The Rivual of The Grond Am.rof:' Tha Bopublio

.-1{_' '.., l! N ‘xn ..‘A
YK Xk Rituah of Tha Mackinists and Blackamsths Unions. *
N oy i 2

i

| Our ressons for publishing this Exposition
Army of the Republic are briefly stated in our
at the close of the Ritual.

We believe this order is used for the promotion of the
unscrupulous tricksters who manage it, to phul‘L".s of hnlnor
and profitund the proseription of thows conviencious Soldivrs
who hate Seeretism.

The Ritunl of the Machinist's und Blach 1
wiven as n foir sumple of the rules of the least objectionable
of the Trades Unions of this Country.

Yet & careful examination of this Ritual, purticularly of the
obligation, must convince every loyal citizen that such Sef.n;:t
Unions are utterly out of place in a nation like ours, and it is
easy to see the reuson why these Linions use all their power

ith's Union is

ployment and when the zeal of members leads them to no-
lence and crime, at the very worst, their fellow members will
call it **imprudence” and consider themselves bound to protect
them in obedience to their obligation.

Our observation of these Trades Unions convinces us thai
they are an unmitigated curse to our land and could with good

reason be suppressed by law.
: ' Tug PustisnEra.

of the Grand |
i Remarks” - |
'

of intimidation to prevent nou upion men’ from getting em- | ‘L

GRAND ARMY

OF TH

Commander—At the head of the Encamp-
ment. T
Sentor Vice-Commander—At the end of the
hall, opposite to the Commander.

Funior Vice-Commander—At the center of
the right flank.

Chaplain—At the center of the left flank.

Adjutant—Three paces-to the right, and one
pace in advance of the Commander. -

Quartermaster—Three paces to the left, and
one pace in advance of the Cofimander. .

Surgeon—On the left of the Commander.

Opficer of the day—One pace to the right,
and one pace in front of the Commander. ;

Officer of the Guard—One pace to the right,
and one pace in front'of the Senior Vice-Com-
mander.

Department or Past Past Commanders pres-
ent will occupy positions on*the right of the '*

o 8 ; @
ki 2

iy . REMARESB.

A

‘Well reader what do you think of the
“Patriotic Order" now?

Think of an old veteran, the hero of a score
of battles, with the proof of such service and
an honorable discharge, being compelled to
submit to the degradation of the hood wink
and to being led around like a mule and catec-
hized by one officer after another and finally to
the villianous indignity of being brought as a
traitor before an armed squad of executioners
who are apparently prevented from shooting
him by the interference of the Officer of the
Day and after the obligation not to tell of the
indignities he was forced to submit to, he
swears: ‘L will yield implicit obedience lo the
Encampment of which [ may be a member.’
Then as if to cap the climix he hears the yell:
“Behold the proper reward of the perjured
traitor” as the bandage is snatched from his eyes
and he finds himself koeeling before an open
coffin, a squad of armed men and the usual
implements used in military executions.  Sol-
diers often with good reason complain of mil-
itary tyrany yet here is a tyrany incomparably
worse and more wicked.  Here is an uncondi-
) tional oath of “smplicit obedience” to a set of
ambitious men; an oath, which no man can in-
nocently take or keep. And he that does not
see that such an oath confers a very dangerous
secret power on irresponsible men must be blind
indeed.

B No Christian can fail to see that such obliga-

Post Commander. ¥ g i
tions are at war with the fundamental princigl¢s
of Christianity.. e

That a man who has risked his life in the dey*
fense of his country, should claim the votes, .

d

not only of his old Comrades but of every good” '
loyal citizen if he is qualified for the office he -
seeks, seemsonly just, but no secret organiza- T
tion is needed to enforce’a claim which isso = - ey
universally admitted. ' y ¢ Tl
But it must be evident to every careful abser- . 13
ver that the object of this order is to driscrim- ~ * * . '«
inate against really deserving Soldiers, who i)
concienciously refuse to join the order, and to
secure to its leaders, offices of profit and influ- ok
ence without regard to their merit or qualifica- A
tions. C
7 ek
e
= h
e
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The Sotheby's sale that featured the Chesapeake-Shannon medal also
included this gold Confederate Veteran's Badge awarded to General
George Washington Gordon, an officer of the 11th Tennessee Infantry
renowned for his gallantry. Twice captured and twice exchanged, he
served in virtually every battle fought by the Army of Tennessee and was
the youngest Confederate brigadier general at just 27 years oid.

He was captured for the third time during the Battle of Franklin, but
this time was not released until the Civil War was over. He practiced law
in Memphis, became a state commissioner, and took up an appointment
with the Indian Agency responsible for Arizona and Nevada. In 1910, he
became the last Confederate to sit in Congress and remained a
Confederate to the last. He was buried in full uniform of the Confederate
Army and with his beloved flag draped over his coffin.

Gordon was commander-in-chief of the United Confederate Veterans, ; 1 893,
and the medal offered at Sotheby's was made to commemorate a massive
reunion held at Little Rock, Arkansas, in May 1911. Gordon was too ill to
take the reviewing stand, so his rooms at the local Marion Hotel were
saluted instead. The medal sold to a U.S. collector for $3630.

From"Maine Antique Digest".
Submitted by Dave Maloney.
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