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The Veterans Colony at

St.Cloud, Florida

The second veterans colony was located at St. Cloud,
Florida, the first being at Fitzgerald, Georgia, St. Cloud
is easy to find, for it is located just south of Disney World
in Orlando. Between Disnev World and St. Cloud are
many motels and restaurants. |t affords the GAR buff an
opportunity to provide his or her family an alternative

to the extended history tours that they sometime feel they
must endure. So while the family is enjoying the Disney
World, you can have an uninterrupted day in one of the
most interesting GAR sites.

The first notice of the St. Cloud veterans colony appeared
in the N ational Tribune, February 25, 1809. John McElroy
assured veterans that the colony was 50,000 acres of very
productive land and that it had a most healtful climate.
Of course John McElroy was partial, he not only was the
Editor of the National Tribune but the President of the
Seminole Land and Investment Company. He boasted
that the colony had many advantages at its inception over
the colony at Fitzgerald. Fitzgerald had been built in a
wilderness, wereas St. Cloud was located on a line of the
A itic Coast Railroad. Another advantage, McElroy
pointed out was the unlimited source of water. Finally,
the climate allowed the growing of semi tropical crops
of oranges, lemons, grapefruit and pecans.

Tracts of land in the city were measured out at 25 feet by
125 feet, with an accompanying five acre plot outside
the city. For $50, in the first offer, the veteran got a
share in the Colony Company, a city lot, and a five acre
plot in the surrounding area, The sale of propery was

an outstanding success with over 4,000 deeds notarized

in just one month. Many veterans sold their property in
the North and headed south to St. Cloud only to find the
colony unprepared for the crowds of arriving veterans.
The War D epartment seent a railroad car of tents to aid
the housing shortage. One large tent was included to be
used for community meetings and worship. It was located
- on Massachusetts Avenue between 10th and 11th. Streets.
In February of 1910, John McElroy, in the company of
Past Commanders-in-chief John R. King and Henry M.
Nevius, left Washington for an inspection of St. Cloud. At
this time about 2,000 people lived in the colony, "Already
360 houses had been built and over 100 tents were still in
use as temporary homes for arriving veterans.

The veterans were a very industrious and by O<ctober on
1910 the colony had 600 building, including a waterworks,
electric lights, telephones, churches, and schools. The

le of the colony was the large St. Cloud Hotel. The
1irst sidewalk in the city was from the train station to the
St. Cloud Hotel. Another important bulding in the colony
was the St. Cloud National Bank, the only National Bank
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One of the Best and Most Up-to-date Hotels in Florida for

Fire-Proof Structure | WINTER | Excellent Cuisine -
Strictly Modern RESORT Open Fireplaces
| | Rooms with Bath | VISTTORS| [Electric Lights
Amim le SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES Em Phﬂ

Fine Boating, Bathing and Fishing Facilities at the Lake

in Osceola County in 1910. Both the hotel and bank
buildings remain on New York Ave looking very much
like when they were built in 1910.

The success of St. Cloud is reflected in a delegation ribbon
worn to a National Encampment calling the colony the
_ "Wonder City”

The location of the colony was an important selling
feature. St. Cloud is located in Osceola County, and in
1910 its access to rail and ship transportation was necessary.
Its location to the Gulf post of Tampa, 80 southwest and
Jacksonville, 170 miles northeast, gave direct rail access to
ports. The National Tribune weote, “The colony property
lies six miles from the town of Kissimmee, along the
southern shore of Lake East Tohopekaluga, a beautiful
sheet of water of nearly circular form and at one time of *
about nine miles in diameter. Since that time it has
shrunken some. This lake lies 70 feet above the level of
the sea. Its waters drain into Lake Tohopekaliga which

is drained by the Kissimmee River.;’

By 1913 construction of the permanent GAR hall, called
Memorial Hall, had begun. The L.L. Mitchel Post No. 34
was to become one of the largest posts in the country. The
Memorial Hall, now in private hands, is located at the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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corner of Mass. Ave. and 11th. Street. The exterior of the

building has not been changed except for the addition of
two open metal protective gratedoors in the front. When
the Memorial Hall was built, two panels of bricks were

placed on either side of the front doors. Each of the bricks

had the name and regiment inscribed on it. This is some-
thing not to be missed on your tour of St. Cloud. The
grate doors are now pro tecting the brick panels from .
further defacing and are an outstanding example of the
historic preservation a private company can do.

The Memorial Hall is a two story building with an audi-
torium on the first floor and the meeting room on the
second. The present owners have made a number of
internal changes, but fortunately few changes have had
any effect on the basic structure. The auditorium has
not been changed, and has been restored. The curtain
on the stage is the original , painted in 1913, A few
changes on the second floor have been accomplished
without destorying the historic room. A wall was put
through the center of the meeting room, dividing it into
two rooms. This wall appears to be one that can be
removed easily. The raised platform for the post comm-
ander is still in place and the outlines of the other
stations can still be located on floors. The only major

. change that seriously changed the original building was
the removal of the rear stairway from the ground level
to the meeting room. It was the main enterance to this
room. The stairs had a handgrip in the center so the
old veterans could use both hands to climb the stairs.
At the top of the stairs were the traditional doors with
the peepholes. All of this was removed and meeting
rooms have been built in place of the stairwell area.
This GAR Hall is an outstanding building and certainly
a most important historic remnent: of the Grand Army.
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The L.L. Mitchell Post in front of their first post hall in 1912,

THE POST WAS NAMED FOR MR. L.L. MITCHELL WHO
WAS THE FIRST PERSON TO DIE IN ST. CLOUD, 1908.

THE YETERANS'
COLONY

St. Cloud, Fla.

The Wonder Cily

BUILT N FOUR YEARS
BY THe !
UNION VETERANS

L9143

RIBBON WORN BY DELEGATESTO THENATIONAL
ENCAMPMENT IN 1913 BOASTING ABOUT THE
“WONDER CITY"in FLORIDA". .

The colony was growing fast and by 1914 its influence o
the D epartment of Florida was shown. The first Florid:
Encampment was held in the ““Wonder City” with the
following groups present; GAR, WRC, Ladies of the GA
and representatives of the S ov V. The hall not been
entirely finished, but the veterans covered the unfinished
areas with decorations and flags. The St. Cloud Tribune
reported,”“Windows of the business places of the city
displayed the artistic taste of the individual firms, each
different from the other, all beautiful and appropriate.
Rest rooms had been provided in Makinson’s big store
and in the rooms of the Improvement Club at the corner
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of Florida and 10th. street, S.W. Porter’s office and Dr.
Cooper’s office. Many automobles were in readiness to
convey vistors about our town and to all places.” The
biggest parade ever held in St. Cloud, up until that time,
took place on April 15, during the Encampment. 400
GAR veterans, 50 sons of veterans, 150 WRC & Ladies
of the GAR, and 200 children. Included in the parade

were two drum corps and two bands. The parade formed

at Mass. and 11th., marching to Indiana, north to 10th.,

west to Penna. Ave., south to 11th..,west to N.Y ., north

. to 10th., west to Mass. and then south to 11th.

While everything in St. Cloud was progressing, the
fortunes of John McElroy were taking a definite down-
ward turn. At the National Encampment in A tlantic
City (1910) following the address of Comrade McKey
nominating McElroy for Commander-in-Chief, John
McElroy obtained recognition, and taking the platform
said:

Com mander-in-Chief and Comrades: | became & candidate for
Commander-in-Chief in the mast absolute good faith and in
response to the kindly urging by thousands of our comrades

all over the country. | have endeavored to conduct a campaign
upon which | could look back without the slightest regret.
Every act in it has been dictated by regard for the highest
principles of our O rder, and not a word has been said by me or
any of my friends in derogation of the very estimable comrade
who was my opponent. On the contrary, | have been made the
target of the vilest and most cowardly and the most calumnious
slanders and accusations. Nothing has been omitted that would
injure me or my character. In entire justice to my opponent |
want to say in the mast emphatic manner that | exculpate him
and his immediate friends from any knowledge or consent in
this It was done outside of them entirely. The G.A.R., however
, represents the highest order of morality in the Nation, and a
man seeking the exalted office of Commander-in-Chief should
bring to it an absolutely unblemished reputatuion. Within the
last few days | have learned here, catching me without prepar-
ation, a charge of the most damaging character, involving
unfortunately a disput with a comrade now dead. This relates
to the authorship of a book called “Si K legg”. There are other
rumors in connection with St. Cloud, which | want investigated.
The obvious intent of this was to catch me without preparation

POST RIBBON OF MR. F. H. H. POPE

to defend myself, and | cannot too highly reprehend this manner
of conducting a campaign in the Grand Army of the Republic,
where all should be fairness, justice and embodying to the
upmost our cardinal principles of fraternity, charity and

loyalty. Believing that any man who seeks the leadership in ol
Order should be without reasonable reproach. | hereby with-
draw my name and request the comrades not to vote for me
until | have cleared the character | have borne before all men

.curing my life from every aspersion. | demand a court of

inguiry, which shall probe to the bottom every allegation agaii
me as to my relations to anyone, man or woman, living or de:

Thanking with an overflowing hear those who have given me
such a generous support, | promise them that | shall leave no
stone unturned to clear myself of even a suspicon of wrong-
doing. Life is not long enough nor can | do enough to show |
my appreciation of the friends who have advacated my electio
as Commander-in-Chief. | want them to all feel that | have a
personal attachment to them and [ feel it is due them that /
should exert every effort to justify their fiiendship for me”

John McElroy’s withdrawal was greeted by loud crie
of “No! No!” from all over the hall, and a number

CONTINUES ON PAGE 7



THE GREAT REPUBLIC

Page 7
Y

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. L. Williams, Mich. Ave. & 15th. St.

of veterans voted for him in spite of his withdrawal.
The roll call vote was 675 votes for Gilman and 216
for McElroy. McElroy then took the platform and

addressed the veterans,

I respectfully request the appointment of a court of inquiry
to take under consideration certain allegations and rumors
affecting my personal integrity, especially as to the author-
ship of “Si Klegg” and the founding of the St. Cloud Colony.
{ ask that the incoming Commander-in-Chief be instructed and
directed to appoint a committee of five, who shall investigate
any charges or allegations made against me in these matters.”

Past Commanders-in-Chief Wagner, Rassieur and others
pported this request of McElroy's. A delegate from
Pennsylvania said thatthe action could not be taken,
since there had been no charges preferred. Gardner,
of Michigan, answered that it was a matter of common
knowledge on the streets and in the offices that these
rumors and aspersions had been industriously spread and
had seriously affected the vote, He said that Comrade
Hinman, the alleged author of “Si Klegg"” was a member
of his regiment, and he had always believed him to be
the real author. He had known Comrade McElroy for
many years, enjoyed his personal friendship, and had
the highest esteem for his ability and thought him the
foremost historian of the day. No one who had written
such works as “Andersonville,”” “The Struggle for
Missouri’’ and the accounts of campaigns which had run

thru the National Tribune could be affected by a charge
of plagiarism. The question was properly before the
Encampment as it affected that which was as dear to a

comrade as his military honor, his rep utation as an author
and an upright man.

McElroy’s request was granted by a voice vote.

A report from the committee appointed has not been
found, but their findings could not alter the vote of the
Encampment for Gilman. The Commander-in-Chief for
1910-11 was Gilman, and McElroy never achieved that
position, one which he wanted so much.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Home of Col. F. M. Sterrett, Lake Front Boulevard

J.F. Farris & Co., New York Ave. and 11th. Street.
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Views of early homes & building;

Home of Dr. E.G. Farris, New York Avenue.

Home of F.G. Knapp on Florida Avenue during a meeting
of the New York Veterans’ Association,

St. Cloud Drum Corps. - N.W, Fergason, T.F. Van Arsdale,
W.A. Stewart, Joseph Burbank, L.Q. Bowars.

Mayor's 0 ffice — H.D. El'lh'in - Mayor, J.0. McNew - Assessor, I X
J.J. Johnson - Clerk, (Mr. Colvin was also a pension attorney) Home of Dr. N. Wells on Carolina Avenue.
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n St.Cloud veterans colony 1913-14

Home of C.A. Bride, Seventeenth Street. The first baby in St.
Cloud is standing in front of the group - Ruth Edwards.

MILARS MONEY SAVING
VARIETY STORE.

Milar’s Store, Mass. & 11th. St. (This building is still standing
and is located across from the GAR Memaorial Hall)

Building Lot of Major John McElroy on Lake Front Boulevard
{Did he ever build in St. Cloud ?)
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MEMORIAL DAY IN EARLY ST.CLOUD

MILAR’S

N. Y. AVE. NEAR 10TH ST. “E>FICS™ 11TH ST. AND MASS. AVE.

MILAR AND MOSHIER Houschold axd Kitches Utensll

PENNA AVE. COR. [0TH ST. Crockery, Glassware, Stoves, Ranges
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! Truaks, Valises, Sewing Machines
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season

AT PRICES THAT
Hay and Grain

WILL FLEASE YU

WL s by

NEWYORK AVE

CROWD AT THE SL. CLOUD DEPﬂT ON MEMORIAL DAY TO MEET AN EXCURSION TRAIN
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DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA MEETING IN ST.CLOUD (1933)
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LUCIUS L. MITCHELL, Post No. 34
Department of Florida

Organized )anuary 4th, 1910, in St. Cloud, Florida
THE CHARTER MEMBERS

. Vo

W.W. Angel 5th. Ind. Cav., Co.D

J.F. Tebbets 6th. Mass. Inf. FIRST FLUDH DF MEMDHIAL HALL TDDAY
" W. Fergason 125 th. Ohio Vol. Inf., Co.k -

. Wilyard 1st. Ohio Art., Co. | W. H. Wood 93rd., llls. Inf., Co |
m.P. Julian 115th. llis. Inf,, Co.D P. F. Twitchell 23rd. Ohio Vol. Inf.,Co b
H.D. Colvin 72nd. llis. Inf, Co. E J. Rinkle 11th. Ind. Inf., Co A
J.H. DeG raw 50th. Penna. Vol. Inf., Co.l G. C. Miller 15th. Mich. Inf.,Co E
J. W. Hoffman J. E. Oliver 136th. Penna. Cav.,Co F
J. 0. McNew 123rd. Ind. Inf., Co. G W. G. Custon_ U.S. Navy
Orin. B. King 1st. N.H. Cav., Co. B C. A. Cook 9th. Maine Inf.

B.F. Callender 169th. Ohio Inf,, Co.C F.P. Knapp 6th. N.Y. Inf., Co. K
F.H.H. Pope 11th Ky. Inf. Co. H W. B. Armstrong 102nd. llls. Inf.,Co B
D.E. Rhodes 17th. lowa Inf., Co. F Edwin Sterns 20th. Mich. Inf.,Co F
Chas Chase 8th. Vt. Inf, Co. G Z. Barzgar 13th. lowa Inf., Co A
J. N. Thompson 11th N.J. Inf,, Co. D P. Lovejoy 5th. Maine Inf., Co K
A.E. Cram 35th, llis. Inf., Co. F P. Mohr 7th.N.Y.Inf,Co G
J.W. Albertson 23rd. Ohio Inf,, Co. D F. Carolun 27th. N.Y. Inf, Co E
C.W. Doop 35th. Ilis Inf., Co. F R. Zimmerman 2nd. Mo. Inf.,Co E
G.W. Penn 23rd. Ohio Inf., Co.D. J. H. Armstrong 7th. Mich. Inf.,Co F
A.C. Clewis 1st. N.J. Inf., Co. C Jacob Hoffer 143rd. & 150th. llis.,Inf.
J. A. Segner 88th. Penna. Vol. Ihf., Co. F F. Gideon 4th. W.Va.Inf., Co A
P. C. Merton 103rd. O hio Vol Inf,, Co. | J.E.K. Buton 71st. N.Y.Inf., Co. |
Monroe Johnson 12th Ind Inf., Co. K H.W. Russel 1st. llis Inf., Co |
J. L. Hank 11th. N.Y. Cav., Co.C T. F. Vanarsdale 80th. Ohio Inf., Co G
P.V.L. Purdy . 5th.N.Y. Inf, Co. E P. Rolhaick 48th Penna. Inf., Co K
$.5. Anderson 64th. Ohio Inf,, Co. K John M. Brown 48th. Penna. Inf., Co K
C.P. Stanton 15th. N.Y. Cav., Co. B A. P. Kniffinger 32nd. Ohio Inf.,Co H
H.E. King 13th. Md. Vol. Inf., Co. E A. U. Colley 16th. Mich. Inf., Co. D
Robert Anderson 19th. N.J. Inf,, Co.C A. B. Daniels 111th. Ohio Inf.,Co ¢
J. B. Nichols 187th. Ohio Inf., Co. | R. Alberts 88th. Ind. Inf,, Co A
D.H. Bricker 6th. Ohio Cav., Co. M Wm. Moore 62nd. Ills. Inf. Co A
|. Huntsinger 72nd. Vol. Inf., Co. A W. H. Empson 124th. Ohio Inf., " 'CO A
W.A. Stewart 47th. Ind. Inf,, Co A Robert Patterson 70th.—— Inf.., Co H
S. D. Gundworth 210th. Penna. Vol. inf., Co. K C.D. Blood 8th. Mass. Inf., Co K
J. I. Cummings 11th. Mich. Inf., Co. D. J. K. Cloud 7th. lowa Inf.,Co H
E.B. Faurot 36th. W. Va. Inf., Co. | P Blayer 7th. Ohio Inf., Co M
J. F. Burbank 6th. Penna. Reserve Inf., Co. | JoJ Whltb@ck 160th. N.Y, Inf., CoA
T.Y Stennson 138th. llls. Inf., Co. E N. Oaks 12th. N.Y,,Inf,,Co C

. Hartwig 5th. lowa Inf,, Co. E M. M. Kenney 31st. lowa Inf., Co. H
.hos, King 2nd, Ky. Inf., Co. B E. R. Weatherbee 46th. llis. Inf., Co E
D. M. Wright 154th. N.Y. Inf.,Co. C Jas. L. Duttormn 23rd. N.Y. Inf..Co A
Gideon Fry 4th. Michigan Cav., Co. A W. H. Phipps 8th.N.Y. Inf,, Co F
G.W. Woodard 11th. N.H. Inf., Co. G G.W. Hayward 3rd. Wis. Cav. Co H
J.B. Shuler 47th. Ind. Inf., Co. B Chas. Sortell 26th. Penna. Inf.,, Co B
E.K. Allen 1st. N.J. Inf., Co.D A. Flint 85th. N.Y. Inf.,, Co K
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An orchestrial booth was formed
s sue cornrr of the 1obby by ropa

of gray mosy and red, white aad
Blue busting,
Handioma Nags  Dilled  apacious

banked wilh

sireamers ol

wally, fire places
mosr snd  palinsito,

+ humiing were artbticaly weed, and &

prolusion. ol Flarids llowss every-
<arhe

eceiving liie were the git-
r. Bylvester Squires snd

his bride

hostess, Mrs Elmina C Wesieon,

Ercampment was called Jo ovder in
the nen G A R, Hall, jt 930 0. &

April stk v, by - Department
Comimunder. Praper by Wov. | B
Weslcont, '

Roll call of aliieers.

Commander W. M. Figging, m'.,;
bills.

- Bis l{ko t:\amun‘n A S ﬁi_&f.
i . .

Medical Tirector, W. . H. Mulrath,
Tuckermrille.
Assi. Adji. Gen. and Q\.M-I-

Judge Advocate, Wm.
Tampa

:q....-

Chief blasieriug Dtl-ur M H
Torer, Kisimames
 Chief of Stall, Fraacis Cox, dapby 1

s
Chiel of Sids, T M, Muyrphy. Kis-
simmee

Comncil of Adminisragon
Comrades W B, Lowery, J. 0.

Thompaon, L. C. Vanee, L. H Pros.
wer and €. C. Linile.

The Boll call of delegares showed
¥ poss repregenied o the Depan-

ol [nient with & mrmbership of Iclrl,-

Bon mamibers.
The Depariment Commander then
read bus retiting sddress, giving 8 jull
and detailed repore of the Depart-
ment of Floride, which was well re-
wrived

Ths Uepariment put  isell  wpon
record that Florida b the stats for L
the veterans of the Chvil War,

‘A prsslution  denouncing  eay
change in Flag except adding »
star lor gach mew sinie wenl through
with & burrah.

The sliernoon basiness

W R T oand safi. M Westeonr
maide & ahon addreas of welcome and
wis followed by Mrs. Teabel Worrel
Ball, associste Editor ol the National
Tnm -tn made an sloquent ad
dress, followed by . Mra
i\nnu. nl Tufr, sud Mra ] R Rick,

4 ﬁn-.-danhcomwr

- | Burekl

Dmﬁnenl'nil-lﬁda
; : hSt.

The ladjes of the G A R
conveation sasembled 01 the  First
Chrisrain church of 51. Cloud st 3:30
o, Tucaday, April 1qib, wigh Mis
Berths Twitchell, Departmeni Presi-
dena. in the chair,

They mere pleased to find the bean
ul.' Mol -church sosigned  thens
claboiadely yei Dastelul'y dacorsted
with the Natiomal colors and with ||
Aowars. :

el o1 were seated and the re-
poris ol the sccrelary smd weasarer
were resd and seceprd.”

The president in o complimesiary

speech  presemied  the  secretacy,
Mrs. Framciy ). Van Dusor and lllc
treas Martie FPorter, sach

rar, Mr
with & besstifol gold recaguition pin
of the order. Bgth of whom secepl:
ed with grace and gratitude

During the session of business &
commiter af thrae ladies of the W,
B C owes apnounced snd comducted
wiih wauss' ceremony bo he  plai-
foam by conductors Sweel nnd Modi

The visitors brought kindly greei-
ingy Irom their eonvantivs,

Mamorial services were - beld or
thete who had passed 1o lhe Grul
Reyond 4

Meeting adjourned antil 10:30 & m,
Spefl ash

3 w

Tha soscning sessiog ﬂ the Ladics
ol the G. A. R. convention wes c
«d 10 order by Department previdem,
Blise Hyriha Twitchell.

The roaitine of burinrs way (ollow
.

Wepor ol resolution commitiee e

|mm of the Ladiss of G. & K.
dred that we the ollicors and
tee ol the Ladics of thy G A

Charch for she nae of the church, and
s Fow e decorstican in ke bovely
eerely Ihnl.ln. one and all

Ellen L. Plummer, Past Dwpt, Pres.

Emms Kolerton, Pres. B4 Peters-

fdied s fullows:

frareraburg,

mble in Christian Church

1 the Hllhlhln' in the filth son-
antion,
Du upuu Gur sincere nI uarl

€l thanks for the hosplaliy and |,

surissirs dudmndad 10 we during our
iy i 51 Clowd, Fla,
For-the cordial words of welcome

To the pastor of the First Christian

1o the W, K C. corps who worked
hard

tle church, and the excellent dinner
ey had prepared for we all
I shuws they bave sisterly leal-

Mrapectively, submitied m F. C. L
Susan H. Jamwes, Fasi Dupt. Fras

pari. Cirele.
The altersuun session was devoted
© the slection of obiters which re-

Havea. Fla.

' Senior Vice Presideni—Emms Bol-
soa, S Pawcraburg, Fla

Junior Vice andut—-j-ulu Ben-
he, Guinenrvijle. Fla.

Ratretary 1o he .nnpomun '
Chaplain-~Suwn §l. Jumes.  Lpck-
onvills»
Treasursi—tari's 1.

Counaill of Adminstratisn

| April aph, et 1090 s'etagk b EN

x dent. prassding

~ EXTENDED

wl Florida. opened de
session in the Firs Baptisi chwrch,
S Clowd, Flonds, Tusitay mursisg

misa C. Westeoty, o parimani press-

were

The conventun yiv
ppraprisiely  begun
“Armerics” and prayer Uy Mra. Heben
Deamis, of Talt

The culor bearers  then  escorted
Mre Dsabell Worrel Ball, of the Na-
tiomal Tribuse, Wastington, D,
Pasr Natiossl Seabr Wiee-
ol the Woman s Keliel Cor
patiorm and inoduced 10 the con-

resident

Min
Chm; n I-nhnlﬂll;’ Tousded
“gurended 1 cordial welcome

BIINVEHTIIINS W.R.C.
AND LADIES OF 6. A R.

In Conveations Assemble in The Wonder
City April 14th and 15th

' MANY SOCIAL COURTESIES
' VISITING DELEGATES -

hmh’mﬂm.l’mmwm\‘h Mn‘mw LC
Dok es

+ | mamber

s emiion
whe had ber doai

O lmspectrons.  dhe  Luparimest
Pros. sasd that much wierest sod en-
thussasm Bad beon deplayed by the
Cotys sad she snnual vi-d of the I8
apreiur. She froanmended 8 sady
by all Corpy alberrs of tee rules and
regulations sad the rival. She la
specied the Punama Cuy Corps sad
fousd 1 dolag well

During the year she bas issned foar
Generp) Od J appuinied a brge
s, She recalled many
livors eatended during the by
both Grand Army ssd Woman's He
liel Corps, and declared thal the as
sociatioms of the year would ever
e her & pleasast  memory.
1wl wribute of pe ™ e
waerenary. Me.  Agurs  Live rmore,
and dreasurer, Mrss Denmis. bodh ol

e [ ahe vigining menbers 1o part she |l hed wsuringly labored Lo ad- -
omer. . St - y vance the work of the yeat and 10 as-
- bcHll of |I|g Lo L Mitehell | gigr dier in every way
Comry | wish 10 bid you ull Mee Weanar siand thar duning
~ TR FeRl SEE e wiakiass oS

rancle Dutor, Klnimu.
Eliaa hrq 81, Puweraburg,
Other alicers will be agpoiied by
he Depariment President.

Sinth conveutiopof the Ladis of
ghe G, A R will be be'd in Jackson-
Fla, the lant woek o March,
jeLE

bath ol whom spoke mou nlmﬂ-
ingly.
The liu

m- of officers l'nlln-nu and mytalin:

r... i

al Ladies’ud ahe G, AR

L ppeel BL 1030 April 15
*The Parsda.

The pa .
Cloud s ory, and exclamations of
surprise and pleasure were haed on
every band comceining it

There were sbour filyy soms ol
vaveraus, - lour hendeed veleryna. ome
busdred sad Gty W. B d La-
dies of the G A R
school children In ling,
drum dovps nod 1o bands. ;.

The sppearance of the school chil-

Tanding the W, B C. in \hie miarch
was the Deparimant Prasident, Mro.
Elmins C. Westcoin, sspisted by Mras.
bosbel Worrel Hall, Mrs, T Lo Ricc,

e rrder of parade was
bows :

L L. Mitchell Post Drum l:.m
Sons of Veter
Zephyrhilis Corset Hapd
Degarment  Commander
m Sl visiling delagares.
. L Blitchell Fost Nor 3o G. A B
md all visiling “euuirades Army sad
Kary Unlon, 5. Cloud Lirum Corps.
Dgpartoient Presidemt W. K. C. amd

Ak
l.mlu. ol L.

- Misehell Corpe Ko

U(|-q||llI||| l’undml Ladias G A
e Ladies ol 1

Hugh School,

Parnde fornied on Massschusetiag
and 1oh The lme ol sarch wi
frum Mussuehuseites Ave, [0

Jdviegs

Twaxhers and .h.imn ol 81, Cloud { F

bsre presented o the  cunvention
Buriay 1hs mormisg  srsaion, and
Fast Department  Fressdents,  Mrs
L ™

iniftees 10 exl o tha
W, R C. and Ladies of the G. A. B
were appuinted. i

were atiended by full
e Iiem epch pos ol the
| Napariment. wach and every one gi
be utmost stuention 1o the d

o

':k"vl e ok in band. Klier the
ar Luslpess had been disprosed
v ol oificers erdel

of
Lywmaa |elghtvn, ol B Feiergbury!
Pheparimient Compander,
. F, Bullard ol Si. Clowd, $r.-Vice
Dapariment Commander
M. H, Porter, of Kisunsier, Jr-
Vice, Departmert Commandar,
Jno. B. Wencott of 51. f.l.ud. Dep.
| Chaplain.
HoA Murphy of 51
Dept. Surgeon.
For Depariment Chﬁ.n--—kn L
T Wesleont,
For Depariment Surgron—3  H.
Murphy.
For Cowied of  Adwinistiration—
Lowery, Thompson, Hudson, Liule,

Feirsbarg.

| Swinmer.

For Delegates sl Larye to [l va-
eancy—L. 11 Prdsser. ] 1. Parka.
Fur Alleraates—Fdusrd  Lalonde

Instruciop=G, K

?:e weal Encampmeiit will be held
in Jacksonville, Fla. the last Tum-

Mo Indwns Ave. Thesce worth w,
saih, thenee west fo Penn Ave, an

south tu bith Bl Then west lo
Y Asr, Then north to suh 5t ssd|
west by Maske Ave and saath 1o 1ith!

I

day amd Wednesday of Murch, 1915
‘The newly rlected eliicers  wete
dily and impressively inswalled by
Amn Huliman of Wilmngion, Otaw,

The enbuan bahwd st Eleventh and
Mapsavhusents Avenue, opened ranks
ladies in line mitd

Fast Depurtment Cowmander ol
Chlsios, amd the worb ol the Encamp
and in 8

" Many &
the delegaten belt for Lheir bumes o
Wednesdar evening, bur 3 large
Per  remuined  until  Thorsdlay
ning The aceme st the Wiation
was must wnimeked bike that of the

Met pursuant to
sdier regular rosting, business, ll-r

(Continued on page B

+ e boaris

Woua of the poMiar in the Somih

.(land. T also greet you wihih our motio

Strarerwity. charivy, - and deyliy.
which is the broad fowndation o
which stands the Grand Army of the
Repablic

Tie W. BC. eilon los mp aihrs
purposs thaw w do good for the Un-
hn veleran and thow dependent mpaa

And lere in St Cloud, the soutbland
home of the i.wy- whao wore the bne

the sirompest winman's

in s approprisle that the W. 1 Cos

aorph. Sbe said thai b laging sskbe
the work of an srluous peor, shy
wiuld wot say “goedhve B the
tendud o keep right om

Prolunged  avplarss
comipheiinn o e sddress

Dine of vhe leatires of the :yul
Lot wee aption by ke Depari-
wny couvention ol & slroag protesi
ta the National consemtion of the
Woman'y, Reliel Corps, pgainst the
abolishasent of the buwui n-mll

in the city.
We are provd to be suniliary to

“|the G A. R and 1o take cur places

beside the trwest and b
thal ever doaght larlberty.

We have been worlung. Usaking.
planning for this comvention the ps
pwelve monthy and mow  our  heper
are realized, ¥

We hope you mll have & pleasams
aad prolitable season. Agaln | wish 10
bid you welcome to our linde city,

ud homes, 1o our
. our besuliful lake

e men

our Heavely Father which are rich
snd abundant rest on you and wa i
K é

iliary to the Grand Amy of the Re-
public. Agsin | bid you wekeme.

Wins .C Millie Leighion, ol
raon ‘Corps, ln peaponse sbd
T

Ki

ways remain a pleasing memory 12 0
thoe wha are privileged 1o sttend *
r the bmiroduciion of the de-

we the plativrm, the o
deganment, Mrs Elmirs U

Wasteort gave her vificual address
o

s most exesliem wlfort wnd |
ered in brs. Westemit's uamdd

pleaslog manner
Wrs, Westcolt nusd, i
the year had been & mal Sov
with mo inbarmony i olfscial
family. "Aa T bouk inte your ramesl
s she said, "5 feeling ol sadnge:

vl that

bring o ¥
phishment of all the bupes and &
pirations of one year aye. whea 1o
vered upon omy duiirs wilb bat oBr
be purpose in vien. the milances
ment and wpbuilding of  our  noble
order | Bace labgred earnemly o
insingam v digaig. guatd ie bouet,
woil imemsily i fraiernity

The Lepariment  Presidess  then
said that she dad s e “mank
of charity 1o cover her misiakes, bt
rather the ghaniy of inssreal oy

Lol 5y mipath

* | denis, Mren. Serah E

NS WEpRTReer-S s e B

e on g

ihe flag  The pmun declarcs i m
ne the behel of the Depanment of
Flords that & commuaiee creaied by
Nanosal comwemtion must be ppeci-
iacally abolished Ly that body. Al
b since 3 National Prasideon sad
3 Wational comveniion bad estsblish-
Bt the vight of this rommities Lo ex-

dews hap the power 10 reverse ihair
dueisions. Vast wumbers of the Wo-

iy are viguseusly
thiv setson of the Natiossl Pr idu!l

vis 51
that the papesse ol the irip would
be 100 grest. so remsined with Eav-
werm Thepartmesnty,

In briel she said

A betrer of regrets asd ‘rreuun
wup al-u recened from e Dicpar:-
mbert Chaplan, My Sols © Lechly,
of Garlehd Corps, s reply 1o 8 baiter
io her bocaus of 1he
deatt of ber daughier. Flotonce

Mry Elrs Beown Dagaea  post
Kational srereiary seul sincerg gren:

it the cumRvanunm,

The neemorial serviies  fur  thaer
whee during the fasl FE3T hibve pass
w0 hagher dul wa prncd by

wrusce bed by Mr Powall, of Bt
Fetersbury '
Taat Kational Brmir Viee Prels

denl, Taabel Worrel Wall, spoke of the o
passisg ol theee Fust Ratuaal Fres-
Fuller, Mrs
Charaty Rusk Comg. and Mre Kaie
Rrawnlee Sherwood

Li tender memnry  ahe  reveswsd
A Gl work ol these thiee women
whow b, rad bee pleasare 10
Snow perabmally lar thiriy yea's, o
prcially o Kelel Corps work

O Mew Fuller spe ssid, in part,
he was & QUi uMALIEMLIng W'
koown escept in Baliel

(Connnned on page LT

sl mo ssrcreding National Pres g

man's Reliel Corps oll aver the coun: %

o




The follow ing article was published in The National
Tribune, Thursday, June 10, 1909. The paper was
<inted weekly in Washington, D.C. for the cost of
.00 per year. John McElroy was the editor of
the paper, and his connection with the St. Cloud
Colony probably cost him the election to Command-
er-In-Chief post of the G.A.R.

ST. CLOUD COLONY
A Home for Veterans in Land of Fruits and Flowers.

35,000 Acres Secured for Colonization Purposes, Siti-
ated on the Atlantic Coast Line Railway, Bet-
ween Lakes Tohoekaliga and East -
Tohopekaliga.

Dear Comrade:

For several years The National Tribune has been requested
by thousands of its reader to take up the work of forming a colony
in some favored section in the South.

The Seminole Land and Investment Company has been

- organized for this colonization project, and has purchased between
30,000 and 35,000 acres of land situated in Central Florida, on
the Atalntic Coast Line Railroad, between Lakes Tohopekaliga
and East Tohopekaliga, within six miles of Kissimmee, the County
Seat of Osceola County.

The location is, without exception, one of the most beauti-
ful, accessible and productive localities to be found anywhere in
the South. There is not a month in the year when a large and
profitable crop cannot be produced on this land.

A high quality of pine and crpress lumber for building pur-

ses can be purchased here at much lower prices than elsewhere,
-« account of the close proximity of timber, the cheapness of
manufacture, and absence of freight charges, all of which will
make it possible to build comfortable homes at an exceedingly
moderate cost.

The climate is healthful and cool, the country being swept
by breezes from the A tlantic Ocean of the east and the Gulf of
Mexico on the south and west. There are many artesian wells in
the neighborhood, artesian water being found at a depth of from
100 to 130 feet, with a large, steady flow. Ordinary wells are
found at a depth of from 25 to 35 feet. The water from these as
will as the artesian wells is pure and healthful for drinking and
other purposes.

There are no swamps or marshes on the land, and, on ac-
count of it being practically surrounded by lakes, there is always
sufficient moisture, even during the driest seasons, to produce
fine crops. For this reason, irrigation has not been used to any
great extent, although from the flow of water from the artesian

- wells and the gently undulating character of the land, it is possi-
ble to irrigate successfully and economically. The fact that the
lakes have sandy bottoms and shores — the water being clear and
fresh - and the total absence of swamps and stagnant water make
it one of the most beautiful localities in the South.

A partial list of the many profitable fruits and vegetables
that can be grown upon these lands is as follows:

Oranges, grapefruit, lemons, limes, bananas, plantain,
peaches, pears, strawberries, pineapples, sugar cane, tabacco,
rice, Indian corn, barley, hops, buckwheat, cassava, auguacates
(alligator pears), paw-paws, persimmons, mulberries, figs, and

auvas; beans, cabbage, squash, tomatoes, okra, celery, egg-
plant, beets, cucumbers, lettuce, cauliflower, sweet and white
potatoes, watermelons, canteloupes, citrons, and peanuts, In
addition to the fruit-bearing species, the pemento is grown, as
pepper, cloves and other spice trees. The fruit and vegetable
grower in Florida can employ the entire year in the production
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of the various enormously profitable crops that can be grown
in this locality.

Only one other colony of this character has been
attempted on a large scale in_the South, which resulted in the
present City of Fitzgerald, Georgia. Founded ina pine wilder-
ness, 22 miles from a railroad, the assessed valuation of the
colony site has increased in a few years from a few hundred
dollars to several millions of dollars. The population, from
a few scattered loggers, has increased to over 20,000 comfort-
ably and prosperously located people on the colony lands, of
whom practically one-half are within the corporate limits of
the city. Fitzgerald to-day is rated the fourth largest banking
city in the State of Georgia. Lots that sold for $25 at the
commencement of the settlement have since sold for $3,000,
and are now held at even a higher figure. Many who went to
the colony poor men are now wealthy. So much for what
has been done in Fitzgerald.

Considering the beautiful location, surrounded by
charming lakes (well stocked with many fine varieties of fish),
and the natural richness and productiveness of the soil, this
colony should far exceed in prosperity that of the one just
mentioned. Unlike the conditions at Fitzgerald, settlers will
not have to wait for a railroad to be built, as the Atlantic
Coast Line Railroad runs through the property. There are
two stations located on the land, which provide unsurpassed
transportation facitilities.

An offer was made to the veterans to subscribe and pay
for 1,000 city lots, with 1,000 five-acre plots of ground out-
side the city limits. This offer was readily accepted by the
veterans and the total amount over-subscribed within less than
three weeks from the time the project was first advertised.

The Company now offers 1,200 additional city lots and 1,200
five-acre plots of land outside of the city limits, for the sum
of $100 for the lot and five-acre tract of land.

Considering the fact that the success of the enterprise
has been assured by the purchase of the first 1,000 lots and
five -acre plots  to the veterans—which provides the nucleus
for a large and prosperous town, and settlement adjacent
thereto-- this offer is considered an exceptionally good one.

If you are thinking of moving South, this is your chance.
If you are looking for an investment, this offers an opportunity
of doubling your money many times over during the next two
or three years. Remember that only 1,200 lots, together with
1,200 five-acre plots of land, will be sold on these terms. After
this has been sold, ther will net be another opportunity offered
to secure property in this colony under such favorable condit-
ions, as the larger the project grows, the more valuable the
property becomes.

If you desire to avail of this offer, you may send $100
and secure one city lot, 25X 150 feet, and a five-acre plot of -
land outside the city limits. Not more than four lots, with the
accompanying plot of five acres with eachlot, will be sold to
any one person.

The town is being laid out and the five-acre plots survey-
ed, and until this is completed The National Tribune and the
Seminole Land and Investment Company will issue their receipt
to each subscriber for the money received. This money will
be deposited in the National City Bank of Wahington, D.C.

* and the bank will issue its receipt, stating from whom the

money has been received, and when the surveys have been
completed each subscriber will receive a warranty deed for
the number of lots and five-acre plots of land subscribed for.

All selections of lots will be desirable, and the five-acre
plots of land will be such as will be susceptible of the highest
cultivation.

Many veterans have sent their representatives to look

CONTINUED ON PAGE 138
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i
THE FIRST DEPOT AT ST.CLOUD, REPLACED BY THE BRICK DEPOT

McElroy never attempted to run for the position of Comm-
ander-in-Chief again, but he apparently tried to promote other,
and was an influence in outcome of at least one election. His
close association with Johnny Clem(see letter on Page 15),
when Johnny Clem ran for Commander-in-Chief had a most
direct influence as described by James Tanner, an Ex-Comm-
ander-in-Chief.

We have been to the Grand Army National Encampment at Des Moines,
and we are back home. We did not have votes enough so we were
licked. Clem was assassinated by poison gas, namely McElroy. He

had been so close for so many years to McElroy that the Comrades
could not see any possible point of cleavage between them, and so

as they were so betterly opposed to anything that tasted of McElroy,
they put their votes against Clem and for Walsh, who, by the way,

is a very fine gentleman with a good soldier record, and who will
emphatically fill the bill, {October 6, 1926)

And in another letter, Tanner again states,

Well, for once in my life | did not pick the winner and Walsh won
out. My conscience tells me that it was best so. The fact of the
business is, Florence, that both my girls were earnest champions
of Col. Walsh and pounded me well that | had allowed myself to
be arrayed in opposition to him, but | could not handle the New
York delegation for him, but | am well content with the result.

McElroy killed General Clem’s chances, and it was his gathering

that fund of many thousnads of dollars, which went into the pockets
of Senator Bursom, and to which, if | remember rightly, your mother
was one of the innocent contributors. | said at once when the result

was known that poison gas killed General Clem, [ told his the day NEWSPAPER Cl(.:l PPINGSI\? r TENYT CIT:

his condidacy was first announced that every vote cast against him IN EARLY ST.CLOUD. MCELROY WA 4

at Des Moines would be on account of McElroy. The Grand Army is CRITICIZED FOR LACK OF PLANNING.
just about through with John McElroy and the National Tribune., )
He knows it and he felt it at Des Moines and he kept mighty quiet. . . o

(October 12, 1926)

The feelings of the Grand Army were not supportive of '
John McElroy and his National Tribune. 1’'m sure the
problems encountered in Sl. Cloud had something to add e

to these negative attitudes. Problems of early St. Cloud,
with the lack of facilities, resulting in the tent city and
drainage of the area during rainly seasons were not forgot
easy. St. Cloud did raise above it connection with the §i mll
National Tribune, John McElroy, and the land develop- ¢ u ML
ment company he was associated with. It was the veterans

who moved to St. Cloud and built their city that can take

crecit. Today St. Cloud is still a ““Wonder City” and for

the G.A.R. historian, buff, or collector, it is one of the DEPOT NOW THE V.F.W.HALL (ON NEWYORK AVE).
most interesting places to visit. Many of the homes are

unchanged as are many of the building. There is only

one thing | wished | could have, that is a directory to the

prd®

5§
i

-..,-‘Tgi ]

i |

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16









