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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

Happy New Year to you all! Well it's a new year and soon the show season
will be starting once again. I want to sincerely encourage all of you to start
making plans to attend the upcoming "ENCAMPMENT'" at Ashland, Ohic. The civil war
show there will be the weekend of April 27-29, and we will be meeting as usual
on Saturday evening at the Surrey Inn for dinner and other business. I'm hoping
that John Mullay will see fit to display his 1890 Boston (G.A.R.) encampment items
at Ashland, since this year is the one hundredth anniversary of that encampment.
I would like to. see more displays this year. One member sets up a nice display
out of two suitcases since he flies in every year. We have always had a great
time getting together at Ashland and I can assure you that you will see and learn
a great deal from your fellow collectors and researchers. Please try to attend!

Recently, I had the pleasure of viewing Bill Styple's "Echoes Of The Blue
And Gray", a VHS video tape consisting of actual motion picture clips of veterans
(union and confederate), in parades, at encampments, and even telling about their
wartime experiences It is a great tape and well worth the money $29.95.

Turning back once again to Ashland, I would like to request that if you
(especially those of you who won't be able to make the trip in April) have any
suggestions, comments, and or ideas about our future..... like an improved or
better quality newsletter or whatever, please take the time to send them to me
or be ready to talk about them at our business meeting. And last but not least,

we are lookigg for somecne to give the annual dinner presentation at Ashland.
If you are interested, please let me know!

Good Hunting and Searching
Dennis R. Loba

This year is the Tenth Annual Encampment to be held at the Ashland, Ohio show.
The encampments were originally G.A.R. Historians and Collectors Encampments.
This organization was the nucleus for the Civil War Veterans Historical Association.
The annual encampments were started by #2 Roger Heiple and #3 David J. Klinepeter.

ANSWER: To question submitted by #19 Richard A. Haussmann in Volume Three No. Three.
The G.A.R. Belt Plate is not a recent reproduction or fake. #9 Robert Albertini
and other members have similar plates in their collections.
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QUESTION: I have a U.C.V. officers frock coat that has four braided sleeve
loops and four bars on the collar. What rank is this? It also has plain

brass "Superior Quality" buttons are these correct? Submitted by #72 Nick
Luberto.

Editoral credits for articles:
#35 Orland L. Roberts------=-- Last ""Boy in Blue" & Civil War Vets To Get Medals
(does anyone know if the medals mentioned in the article were issued?)
#19 Richard A. Haussmann----- The American Order Of Nobility
#23 Jerome L. Orton--=------- Daisy Cave
#65 John Ertzgard------------ William H. Chesebro
# 5 Marshall J. Brighenti----Orlando Bolivar Willcox
#46 Forrest F. Gesswein JR.--27th Maine

NEW MEMBERS:
#75 Richard Schachtsiek

705 Short Tenth St.

Lincoln, I11 62656

GAR Dept. of Illinois annual encampment badges, Journals, Souvenirs & Programs
for the 1932 and 1940 National Encampments Springfield, Illinois

#76 Sandra V. PArker
P O Box 37052
Richmond, Va 23234

Prisions and Hospitals, Women Spies, Foreign Soldiers, Blacks in Uniform

#77 Pete Brown
Box 52
Lake View, NY 14085
GAR, EX-POW, NAVAL VETS, LOYAL LEGION

I am sure that the following item is a Plug Tobacco Tag. But the name "Peper"
has me mystified. Perhaps it is the name of the Tobacco Co. Can any one supply
an answer? Submitted by #19 Richard A. Haussmann

Tk
#3IAND ARMY PLUG
PEPER (shield)

19mm gilt tin w
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CWVHA | Secretary,

Marshall J. Brig{eiti ;
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The American Order OF
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The Grand Ariny of the Republic is a unique or-

’ A . . . .
-;;;:;,'5_ gamization. In the words of a Past Commander-in-
f‘a& Chief: “No child can be born into it; no proclamation

of President, edict of King or Czar can command ad-
mission; no university or institution of learning can
issue a diploma authorizing its holder to enter: no acl
® of Congress or of Parliament securcs recognition; the
wealth of a Vanderbilt cannol purchase the position
its doors swing open only upon presentation of the bil of paper, torn,
worn. begrimed it may be, which certifies to an honorable discharge
from the armies or navies of the Nation during the war against Rebel-
hon.”  And, unlike any other association, no “new blood™ can come
in,” there are no growing ranks from which recruits can be drawn inlo
the Grand Army of the Republic. With the consumation of peace
through victory, its rolls were closed forever. lIts lines are sleadily
and swiftly growing thinner, and the ceaseless tramp of its columns 1s
with ever-lessening tread; the gaps in the picket line grow wider; day
by day details are made from the reserve, summoned into the shadowy
regions to return to touch elbows no more; until by-and-by, only a
solitary sentinel shall stand guard, waiting till the bugle call from
beyond shall muster out the last comrade of the Grand Army of the
Republic.
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- Coirtesy Fleance

. Cigpe, Eom "4 Shower of Sters,” by Jorn J, Putien

OTE TO HISTORY

The Most Decorated
Regiment That Never Fought

iR

Survi

vors of the 27th Maine at their reunion in Kennnkpom 1910.

T WAS JUNE 30, 1863, AND
Robert E. Lee was marching
out of his Virginia stronghold
and into Pennsylvania, the only
Southern invasion of Northern terri-
tory. The Union Army marched in
pursuit, leaving only two regiments to
defend Washington — the 25th and
27th Maine Volunteers,

But their 90-day enlistments ended
that day, and a train was wailing to
take the men back to their loved ones,
President Lincoln and Secretary of
War Stanton shuddered 1o think what
would happen if Lee should turn on

the defenseless capital, or if “Gray -

Ghost” John Moseby should stage
one of his lightning raids. They asked
the Maine regiments to stay and de-
fend the city during the crisis,

The 25th Maine flatly refused. The

27th put it to a vote. Some 300 men
volunteered to stay, while the others
boarded the train.

‘Fortunately for the Union, Lee was
defeated at Gettysburg in the next
three days. The 300 volunteers —
who did no fighting during the crisis
— went back to Portland and were
mustered out. But not without.a re-

.markable reward. Lincoln and Stap-

ton had promised a Medal of Honor
for each member of the 27th who
stayed. There was no official record of
who those men were, so a medal was
minted for:all 865 soldiers in the regi-
ment, making it the most decorated
regiment in the history of the nation,
and perhaps the world.

The government tried to recall the
medals in 1916, but at least 400 are
still unaccounted for as of this day.

- Nelson Ritschel
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