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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

My sincere welcome to all of our new members who will be receiving their
newsletter for the first time with this issue. I trust the last few months
have been fruitful to everyone's collecting and researching. I know of at
least two rare items that have surfaced....a very rare G. A. R. post badge
and a G. A. R. national commander's hat shield. I am sure that there have
been others on both sides-Blue and Gray. We have also had a member of our
association who participated in the filming of the coming movie "'GLORY'.

It will debut in December and is about the 54th Mass. (a black regiment) and
the storming of Fort Wagner, South Carolina. I want to encourage all of you
once again to send in any information for our newsletter to our secretary.
Don't think for a moment that what you have will not be enjoyed by others,
or that possibly it is not significant enough to send in....Our association
was founded to share knowledge and information on the veterans. I can assure
you that everything submitted will be printed. Finally, I hope all of you
and your families have an enjoyable summer and I know I'l1l probably see at
least some of you "out looking' at one of the upcoming civil war shows in
the east.

Sincerely,

Dennis R. Loba

The post badge mentioned in the above message was from Lima, Peru and
the hat shield belonged to C.W. Jones National Commander 1943,

Excellent progress is being made on the restoration of the G. A. R. building
in Gettysburg, Pa. The brick walls have been straightened and reinforced, rafters
have been re-joined in preparation for the new roof. The basement area has
been excavated and a cement floor poured. The space will be used as a miseum
archives room. Work on the building is nearly 507 completed.

Echoes of the Blue & Gray. Civil War Veterans on VHS Video Cassette.
Actual newsreel film interviews and footage of Civil War veterans taken in
the early 20th century. Portions of the film were shown at the Gettysburg
Civil War show and was excellent. For more information write to: Belle Grove
Publishing Co. Box 483, Kearny, N. J. 07032

In response to a frquently asked question, The most difficult G. A. R.
National Delegate badges to acquire are 1883 Denver, Colorado--1947 Cleveland,
Ohio--1948 Grand Rapids, Michigan.



NATURE AND OBJECTS OF THE ORDER.
This is not a secret organization.
Thers is nothing about the Order that necessitates secrecy.
. There are no oaths and no imposed obligationa.
There is no necessity for oaths and promises (int.an(?sd to be broken every
lay in the year).
ure it possible for a member to forget his natural duty to his Comrades
of the Battletield, or their widows and orphans, he would have deserted his
comrades under fire, and one who was there to touch elbow so long as he was
not disabled, will never deserve the ignominious title — “* Dusertar.’’
This is not an Order where the fraternal ties which bind its members together,
were formed in the Lodge Room, the Club, the Post,” or even on the tented
fleld. The bonds which unite the members of this Fraternity are such as

come from intion amid of carnage, and the greatest tortures and
maurilations the tlesh of man can be puat to.

Wa are a band of men united by the ties formed in “ Anld Lang Syne,” when
/= =g we 8tood side by side amid the carnage of the battlefield, and what we are
doing, and propose to do for ourseives, and our poaterity, is on acconnt of whag
. : waa done on those tields. On that record we base and rest our case.
(./Ol I | a eS O the att e 1e We are American Citizens, and as such, we fesl that we know our duty to
i oar |:1|rm':umm:i and our record under fire shounld indicate what our course
would be, shonld occasion again arise. .
NATIONAL OFFICERS, COMMITTEES, &o., OF THE COMRADES OF One great purpose of this Order is to colleet and preserve the records of
THE BATTLEFIELD—1891-2. Service on the Battlefield and it is that only which is considered when one
is. M in admitted: therefore, one remains a mambaq through life, if onee admitted
Generxl Commanding.. .....Geo. E. Dolton, 8t. Llom(g. o Mi A unless it shall be found that he secured admission by frand,
Iliie“_wt::néeg:r’:ﬂm-- e --I,I-,'g":: ng ,ﬁgﬁ:}Bg‘f“fw;:“\fo o We do not inquire what a soldier was before the war, nor what he has been
wiater General..........., omas T » b, since,
Sﬁﬁfe :..f}:::a:z%e c::::lral ._..ggg?,b R&lﬁ:}i:‘; %llﬁ:rﬁﬁ;‘ %::'h 3u€dp:fpn? i.sﬁt.ha gr&uamtion of the history of the war as made by the
...... f s i i+ i 5 8 enemy.
L R < . H. Briggs, Battle Creek, Mich, InTEiStal-ungebalre o
e o s B Momn e, i e RECORDS OF THE DEAD, AND OF THOSE WEHO SERVED
EXEOUTIVE OOUNGIL. . s i i UN'DE{R hFIgf'd LES.?I TTTAN N.DAYS'r ai
. E. Dolton, £t. is, . E. T. Lee, Monticello, Tl . proper committes of the or will zlso examine proofs and issue cer-
IGi;gt.Es.Déjib‘:l:uon %1‘:.:: ﬂNﬂbem; . 8. J. Murphy, Grant Park, I11. tificates of the same, to the relatives of deceased Comrades, showing the
Dr. Thos. H. Brig&u Battle Creek, Mich.  Thos. W. ook, Newbern, I11. service under fire, wounds, captivity, ete., of smch comrades, that all service
g . ’ Eugens Paine, lowa City, Towa. under fire by the defenders of the Republic may be collected and preserved,
: Persona desiring to secure such certiticate will notify the General-Command-
. ODUKT OF [¥QUIRY. ing, who will inform them what steps to take, Also, all Comrades who
Lieut. R. B. Gl‘&cﬁ.l : served less than ninety days under fire, should address rhe General Com-
%; %: Z?!:mn. | St. Louis, Mo. ! manding as to what 0 do to secure a Certiticate of their servige.
. Sowers,

FINANOK COMMITTER. CERTIFICATES, &c., FOR CHILDREN OF C. OF B.

Martin Carroll, The instant a comrade is admitted to the Order of Comrades of the Bat-
Chariss Stegtmeyer, %St. Louis, Mo. tlefield, each of his

children, regardless of age or sex, is entitled to a Cer-

Louis Viehman, tificate showing its father's War Record:- Those Certiticates can be had at

any time on payment of the actyal cost of the Certificates and postage. °
HIS‘I‘ORY OF THE ORDER Proper Badges can also be had at coat. Certainly, every child will carefnl.
S : ly treasure them throneh life, and when it comes to reaiize their full im-
The Comrades of the Battlefield, (then called the “Order of Th‘ren Mon:hy port, it will have n deener lova for our Nation and greater veneration for
Men,”) was first suggested at St. Louis, Mo., by _comride Geo, E. Dolton, in ita Tather's warvice for ir, than it can possibly otherwine hnve,
Sentember, 1887, in a jest, and wu‘” S? used :Pﬁﬁl Decemn;;r._lﬂﬂi?; ‘;’z‘::; ‘L‘; When & Comrde beeomon o Mombar of e Comendon o the Bastletold,
wrote an article for the Natiowal Tritmne. which o peared in its issue ;
01, the comrades who saw the article took o serivus view 4 . .
g?u.ﬁ:“.;:&if. an:?f ]:waaen:n:;cs :;p;n‘nant from the tone of the many letters he ’:::]%at:mdt.h:lut?lzosﬁ: ;Tld;nmt: the Rmﬂ;m-gmm glving their
non the subject. that snch an order wos greatly desired by the Dattle “33' Sl born ieealiee ot Fy bY WdﬂdTﬁn d“: ational Roll Booik,
ans of tha War of the Rebwilion. Ber shouls b tly reported to oriad- The deach of a ohild of & Mem:
Lhe following comrades addressed comrade Dolton on the subject on Jan- shou. promptly repor gu againat. possible future impostors.
e B Provid R T Lewis J. Allen, Battle Creek, Mich [UBBONS FOR FEMALE RELATIVES, &n.
Geo. H. Allen, “rovidence, R. T. awis . en, o S The loyal mothers, wives, sisters and children of members CAN seoura
J. T. Gaston, Bndza(t:nn. .\J; S i nrD‘:ﬁF;:cihi.llYIOIlllkey‘ Rossville; Ind. or ribbons to show their relutionship to che Comrades. Thess ribbon.p::z
apt. J. B. Ridenour, + Lk bat a trifle, but their valne one can scarcely imagine.
' TO SECURE AND PRESERVE THR HISTORY OF THE WAR
i : the first comrade consaltaed on S : A
" Cum?ﬂatnarﬁhiﬂgfd':} g;sot; anris' %‘oﬁ‘{o:_“ The word thas such an Orde It is intended to subscribe for each publication, either Union or Ex.Con-
e shles lated, spread rapidly, which resnited in the called meeting held federata, that habitually publishes articles concerning the War of the Rebel-
el cunt_.em%ich 'AE st 5, 1891 'for-arganin:iun. lion — all articles of any historical value to be preserved in properly classitied
at Dar.zt-'m:.& S Mot s il residing in eighteen States o manner, by the National Baulefield of the Comrades of the Battlefiald.
At that ‘l:d. beenp wvorably acted npon by the Temporary Investigatin Lt is, also, the tutention to have each Local Battlsfield supplied with a
égm:ﬁ?,:::“ at lirst being Comrades Martin Carroll, E. I. Bevan, and E. 1 sopy of each article published concerning the battle for which the local
Sowers, of St. Louls, and lator Lieat. R. B, Grace, of Sk Louis. was put | Battlefield is named. :
Gy o e the COTN UL A IR p s il Atk CERTIFICATE AND BADGE.
i ttee. \ ; : = 3
nh% st ‘:mﬁgﬁ“ﬁﬁi%&: :fo E:hm; Order were issued to each ap! This being the grandest, most noble Order in existence, it must be so
] em‘p(:‘l‘:l'}" gi assed upon. “Ninety daya service under fire of the ene+ puarded and protected und kupt so absolutely free from the im_aligible or
p'mi.?m. .an t?mmifmigum limit rn;qaired. to make an applicant eligible, to agres imposters, :.hg: wherever the Bgldgu of the Order is seen worn, it will be
t:i{h ‘:;: n;gmu *“Three Months Under Fire,” or *Order of Three Months rcu;emd :Lnd‘.1 1];:' dwumr cherished by all admirers of Patriotism, Bravery,
" w the Battlefield,” Janunary urage an Orance.
en. - .ir I;iu :“*f%i:ﬁ:iaﬁh:"*géiieifnmsﬂglﬁi?rgﬂmi at 8t. Louis, January To thus protect it, the Badge, Certificate, &o., are so marked that they
ég‘hfs;l" L ¥ can be made no use of by any one bat their owner. The Badge, also, farn-

ishes a positive means for identifying a Member in case of accident to him,

The Badge baing s positive means of idenification, is to be buried with the

Member, and nhef f;ot be repoﬂ:ed‘t to the Regiaster-General, who will make

. ) ) " & proper entry of the same in the National Roll Book, that, in cuse it shonid
.CONSTITUTION.. * - : uver, in after ages, be necessary to identify his remains, it can readily be

Article 1. Name. done. If a Badge be lost or found the fact must be immediately reported
'Seo. .” This Order shall be known and designated aa the “Comrades of the to the Commanding-General, 5
Battlefield.” y Article 9. Membership. THE BADGE ALWAYS THE PROPERTY OF THE ORDER.
e 2. 3 7 : :
; . Do not forget this, and muke it known as generally na possible, that the
Se0. 1. Each ex-soldier or Emﬂm thf“ ::::g;;smg‘ :}tl‘g Lﬁ‘gﬂ‘h:gur:ﬁ:g Badge is the property of the Order forever—whether the one entrusted with
‘ainecy (90) or more days under s farth jrlwi th or who was it be ulive or dead. It is simply loaned to the one whose * Mark " it bears,
on che field h"f db“‘l;ﬂ:' b ;Tf“n;”mm'i’:x *his ":’inq““’;ho ot bt 8nd can be taken by the Order wherever fonnd, It is losned 1o the Mem-
o : e ; :
?‘p?::ga::m abtyrenl:m enemy, this preventing his full 50 day service un- 3::34:3 1;1 e ::1;3 hi‘:i“f' :nd noa(t;etbur:ed. w:tht;'im ‘}:od“d" _Fori:‘hﬁ
:.’nnnrcﬁrﬂv who shall make formal application to this Order, Mgompaﬂiﬁd?’: stolen or found. Onapméu.nnoat sgl?!givaﬁupt:v::g or i:mnny i:::t?nﬁsk&llv
proofs sutficient to establish his :ﬁ‘.‘d 0':’1";cponb”:‘?gegfg}tr?‘wss?gs00 franster it. The Genernl-Commanding is the custodian of the Badges. and
deemed alyf_:lblu to r:sm?;:sglp lliZaniu:: H:a'hall t.l:l':a'n b SN St & Ol it hisdaty to protect the Order, not allowing one o remain in the Possession
which shall t;:ccf:nhp Hw tie l:gmce as proven, and & Badge of this Ordey Ef u;syona not entitled to the same, if he ba notified that it is in unlawtul
icate wiich shall s : . g ands. ;
Article 3. Offcers. . BADGE OF THE ORDER. ‘
his Order shail be a ‘“General Commanding,” a there had heen something in use, doring the war, on the same prinei-
e tn::%:nzﬁf?r' :f 3 Iiegia;r{:eneral." a ' Judge-Advocate-(deneral,” ple aa the Badge of the Comrades of the Battletield, an  Unknown " grave
mg?;eu termaater-(General,” a Jurgeon-General” and a *Chaplain-in-Chief.” _could hardly have existed, e
5 Mu.;r The above designated otficers shail be elected and proper ones Of the over two thousand soldiers killed at Chickamauga, and buried in
: ad g weting of the er, a majority of the the National Cometery at Chattancoga, sll but one hundred and fifty are
inscalled each year az the mnua:.ll s R fority recarded as “ Unknown! Every dav, nearly, all over the battletields of
5 i o a choice. < : ] 1 v, ¥a
vog-: chss R‘ﬁfl‘fﬁrgz‘z’:‘:ﬁl Sates Gatil taeie successors are duly chosen and the South, the remains of Union soldiers are being fonnd. Of courss they
lunl';iied are “ unknown : ” hat if a device similar to this Badge had been in vopue,



“"Comrades of the Battlefield”

This organization of Northern veterans of the Civil War is completely unknown to
most students of the 1861-1865 period. But it was a unique and interesting group! The
organization was conceived in September 1887, and apparently grew out of a jest made
by George E. Dolton of St. Louis, Missouri. He originally called for the founding of an
“Order of Three Months' Men", to include as members those who had served three
months or more under fire, but the name must also have been a jibe at those whose
entire term of service had been three months and who distinguished themselves
principally at the meetings of the GAR. In December 1890, Dolton wrote an article
stating these views that appeared in the January 1, 1891 issue of the National Tribune
(a prominent veterans publication of that day). Letters of support were written to
Dolton from around the country and in August 1891, those interested in forming such
an order met in Detroit, Michigan. A constitution was written, officers elected, and an
investigating committee to pass on applicants’ qualifications was appointed. George
Dalton was elected “General Commanding”. Chapters were designated as “Battlefields”
and the first, “Chickamauga”, was formed in St. Louis on January 30, 1891. In Newbern,
Illinois, the members formed the “Vicksburg” Battlefield. There is no information how
many other chapters were formed.

Prospective members submitted a fee of $3.00 along with their application. They
were required to provide proof of their combat service. Official reports, diaries,
correspondence and other documentary evidence were preferred sources although
sworn statements of those who actually saw the applicant under fire were accepted by
the investigating committee. The committee verified these records, counted the days
under fire, and, if he qualified, approved the new member. Ribbons were made available
to the female members of the veteran’s family, while the member himself could purchase
a certificate recounting his combat days. He also received a badge which was lapel pin
made of brass and partially enamelled. It consisted of a trefoil with a triangle set in the
center. On the sides of the triangle were the words — “Service” — "Under” — "Fire",
and in an oval in the center of the triangle the number of combat days was engraved or
stamped.

Very little is known of this veterans' organization. Probably it died with the death of
its founder. Dolton died in 1906. He served in Battery “M" 1st lllingis Artillery (Enlisted
August 11, 1862 and discharged July 24, 1865). The war apparently had a profound
effect on him and like many young men thrust into combat he seemed to be affected by
the war experience for the rest of his life. He also was a member of the GAR.
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A GAR badge and "Comrades of the Battlefield" badge are both wore proudly in the
accompanying photograph of an unidentified membar of Taylorsville, lllinois. Shown
also is a group photograph of the “Vicksburg Battlefield” chapter of the Comrades of
the Battlefield of Newbern, illinois photographed May 30, 1891.

Shown also are the ribbons and badges. Apparaeritly, there were three pieces issued
each member. The lapal badge, which was to be buried with the veteran at his death
was a red enamelled badge. There was also an aluminum badge, which was to be worn
about the nack at all times (something like a “dog tag” of later wars) and a ribbon was
of white and red silk. Also shown here is a ribbon worn at the 1885 dedication of the
Chickamauga-Chattancoga National Park.

John F. Powell

Credita Military Order of the Loyal Legion Phila Pa
for Rules and Hegulations Comrades of the Bafflars .14
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