
The Union Navy in Post Cards 

By Paul Huff 
 

Civil War photography is rare and 

expensive. It’s even more rare and more 

expensive for CDV’s of Union sailors 

and ships. 

That could be problematic to a city 

worker with a small budget. That’s why 

I came upon the idea of spotting old 

Civil War ships in old post cards. 

The late Ray Keefer, a long time 

CVCWRT member, was my collecting 

guru. He once said, “Paul, my boy, 

knowledge is more important than 

money to a collector.” 

That certainly proved true when I 

spotted my first Civil War Navy post-

card of the USS Franklin and the USS 

Richmond at an antique show decades 

ago. 

I didn’t buy the post card right off. 

Even though their names rang an imme-

diate bell, I couldn’t see how these ships 

were still around in the early 20th cen-

tury. 

Nor did the USS Richmond look 

like the ship that blasted its way past 

Confederate bastions in New Orleans 

and Mobile Bay. 

Warships of the Civil War Na-

vies, by Paul H. Silverstone, was in my 

library and had proved useful in previ-

ous research projects. I rushed home to 

look up the ships.  

The USS Franklin and the USS Richmond in their twilight years. The 

Franklin was Admiral David Farragut’s last  flagship. The Richmond fol-

lowed Farragut into the naval battles of New Orleans and Mobile Bay. 

See Postcard, Page 3 
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Mail Your Banquet 

Checks Now! 
 

NOTICE: TIME IS RUNING 

OUT! IF YOU HAVE NOT SENT 

ME A CHECK! 

 I WILL NOT BE SELLING 

TICKETS TO THE BANQUET AT 

THE SHOW! YOU MUST PRE-

PAY! NO EXCEPTIONS!  

If are planning to attend the club 

banquet the cost will be $25.00 this 

year. 

 You should send me a check for the 

number of persons that are coming in 

your party. 

I will need  to let the cater know 

on May 1st the total number of guests.  

Please pay early.  

Do not mail checks to me after 

April 20th as I am coming to the show 

by Train! I am leaving Seattle Sunday 

the 27th. I won't get them in time. 

I have the room booked and the 

cater has us on her schedule. We will 

be having Prime Rib Beef Plus two 

other entrees this year.  

You can bring own bottle of wine 

or what ever poison you chose. As 

there will be no bartender. "IT'S 

BYOB." Coffee or soda will be in-

cluded with the meal. 

 If you have any question please 

feel free to call me @ 206-550-4583 

after 8am Pacific time. 

My address is; Peter M. Coulton, 

8912 Wildwood Ave. SW, Lakewood 

WA 98498.  

Please make the checks payable 

to: Peter M. Coulton. As I can not get 

a hold of Cindy and I will be paying 

the cater directly. 
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Another quality program com-

memorating the 150th Anniversary of 

the Civil War will be hosted by The 

Wayne County Civil War Round Table, 

in collaboration with the Wayne County 

Library in Wooster, Ohio. 

Together they will host a Civil 

War Living History Day, Saturday, 

May 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 

in the Wooster Library front yard & the 

area inside the library front door (if in-

clement weather will be held in the con-

ference rooms).   

We are commemorating the 150th 

Anniversary of the Civil War. On this 

date in 1864 we are into the 4th year of 

that horrible war that most thought 

would be over quickly!  There is no 

charge and the event is open to the pub-

lic. 

A highlight of the day will be the 

73rd OVI Regimental Band with their 

original CW instruments!   

During the day you will be able to 

visit with CW infantry soldiers 

(including a “lady” soldier) and their 

encampment; artillery experts with can-

non & limber, etc; a CW cavalry soldier 

and his authentic “gear”, a CW Surgeon 

with his gruesome instruments plus 

nurse “Mother” Bickerdyke; a CW cook 

and her cooking utensils; a display of 

beautiful CW dresses; a CW news re-

porter; Gen. & Mrs. Robert E. Lee and a 

civilian Confederate couple from Dover, 

Tennessee; a CW herb display, plus CW 

artifacts & literature and more.  

Pres. & Mrs. Abraham Lincoln are 

also expected and even Mr. Lincoln’s 

former “arch nemesis”, Stephen Douglas 

plans to come back from the grave! 

  

DAYS SCHEDULE: (tentative) 

10:15 – 73rd OVI Regimental Band 

11:00 – 41st OVI Infantry drills and 

rifle firing 

11:30 – Gen. Robert E. Lee 

12:00 – Jack & Elisabeth Hinson, 

Conf. couple from TN 

12:30 – CW cannon loading demon-

stration 

12:45 – New York Times Reporter 

1:15 – Major Pauline Cushman (Lady 

CW Officer) 

1:45 – 73
rd

 OVI Regimental Band 

2:30 – 41st OVI Infantry drills and 

rifle firing 

Civil War Day at  

the Wooster Public Library 

The 73rd OVI Regimental Band 

 

The Veteran 

 
The Veteran is published quar-

terly and is the official publication of 

the Civil War Veterans Historical 

Association.  

All articles, photographs, and 

art are copyrighted. All rights re-

served. Nothing may be reprinted 

or copied without permission of 

the C.W.V.H.A.  

Articles may be submitted ei-

ther in typewritten form or electroni-

cally (e-mail or disk). MSWord, or 

Works is the preferred software 

choices. All materials will be re-

turned.  

If you have questions, please 

call Paul Huff at (330) 571-8937 or 

E-mail me, gphuff2@msn.com. 

Send typed stories or correspon-

dence to Paul Huff, 656 Prior Park 

Drive, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223. 
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Laid down in 1858 and commis-

sioned in 1860, the Richmond would 

fight in all the major engagements of 

Admiral David Glasgow Farragut’s 

squadron during the Civil War. 

In addition to that, the Richmond 

held the distinction of being the first 

Union vessel to be attacked by the first 

Confederate ironclad. 

During an engagement called the 

Battle of the Head of Passes, the iron-

clad CSS Manassas, and six other Con-

federate ships (nicknamed the mosquito 

fleet) dropped down from New Orleans 

to attack the Union blockade at the 

mouth of the Mississippi, which drains 

into the Gulf of Mexico. 

The CSS Manassas, which looked 

like a submerged cigar with a smoke-

stack, led the pack. Built in 1855, the 

modified Manassas was formerly the 

ice breaker Enoch Train, a war prize. 

Following immediately behind the 

ironclad were the Confederate gunboats 

Tuscarora, McRae and Ivy, each push-

ing fire rafts linked by chains to each 

other. The rafts were to be lit and pushed 

toward the other ships of the blockade 

after the Manassas had sunk the Rich-

mond. 

Luckily for the flagship, the coal 

schooner Joseph H. Toone was lashed 

to her port side. The glancing blow of 

the Manassas did as much damage to 

the ironclad as it did to the Richmond. 

The Manassas limped back up the 

river. In the following comedic melee, 

no other serious damage was done to the 

Federal fleet or the Confederate fleet. 

However, the Union ships in a state of 

hysteria, retreated from the pass. 

The Richmond would have a 

much more illustrious career in future 

battles. 

All this occurred almost five 

months before the famous sparring 

match between the CSS Virginia and 

USS Monitor at Hampton Roads. 

Silverstone also recorded the illus-

trious record of the Richmond follow-

ing the war and her not so glorious, but 

functional, end. 

 That’s when I learned something 

useful, not just for that purchase, but 

future hunting as well. 

After sailing with the European 

Squadron, the Pacific Squadron and as 

the flag ship of the Asiatic Fleet between 

(1879-1884), the ship would be desig-

nated as a “training ship” from 1890 to 

1893. 

Its last Naval duty was as a 

“receiving ship” in Philadelphia and 

later at Norfolk. A receiving ship, in this 

capacity,  is no longer fit for sailing, so 

it’s housed over and used as a floating 

barracks for new sailors or those in tran-

sit. 

The view in the postcard shows 

both the Richmond and Franklin in 

their final days as receiving ships. 

Launched in 1864, the Franklin 

served as Admiral Farragut’s flagship in 

the European Squadron from 1867 to 

1868. It was turned into a receiving ship 

at Norfolk, Virginia, in 1877. 

The Franklin would be stricken 

from the list of Navy ships and sold  in 

1915. The Richmond was around until 

1919 when it was sold and broken up. 

Armed with knowledge, spare 

Grand Army of the Republic postcards 

and limited funds, I rushed back to the 

antique show and bartered for the view 

of the ships. The price was still much 

less than a CDV. 

I would later find other postcards 

of Farragut’s ships used as training and 

receiving ships well into the 20th cen-

tury. 

Postcard, From Page 1 

The CSS Manassas is chased by the USS Mississippi on April 24, 1862. 

See Hartford, Page 5 
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I journeyed to Wooster, Ohio, last 

Monday to hear Gene Salecker, author 

of Disaster on the Mississippi. 

Following the talk, I walked a 

block down Liberty Street to get a pic-

ture of a monument dedicated to the 

soldiers of Wayne County (middle 

right). 

Imagine my surprise when I read 

the plaque attached to one of two iron 

sentries (top left) guarding the monu-

ment. 

“These twenty pounder Parrot guns 

belonged to the United States Battleship 

Pensacola. Mounted in memory of 

Given Post No. 133, G.A.R., Wooster, 

and dedicated to the Soldiers, Sailors 

and Noble Patriotic Women of Wayne 

County, Ohio, July 4, 1902.” 

“The U.S. Battleship Pensacola 

was launched at the Pensacola Navy 

Yard, August 13, 1859, and put in com-

mission December 5, 1859. The cost of 

the ship and machinery was 

$626,954.88.” 

“The Pensacola was a wooden  

ship, rigged, screw steamer 230 feet 5 

inches long, 44 feet 5 inches wide. Dis-

placement 3000 tons. On September 15, 

1861, she went into commission at the 

Washington Navy Yard, and proceeded 

to the Gulf.” 

“On April 24, 1862, with Farra-

gut’s fleet she engaged and passed the 

Confederate forts St. Philip and Jackson: 

and on April 25th, engaged the batteries 

below New Orleans. Gallant Service was 

rendered in both engagements, and 37 

were killed or wounded.” 

“The Pensacola was present when 

the flag was hoisted on the mint at New 

Orleans and she remained as a receiving 

ship at or near News Orleans until the 

close of the war…” 

According to author Paul H. Silver-

stone, bad machinery and a retrofit side-

lined the ship from 1864 until 1866. 

Like other Farragut ships, she had 

extensive service following the war, 

including use as a training ship (1898-

1899) and a receiving ship (1901-1911). 

The USS Pensacola is in the forefront of 

the postcard to the left. 

With the date of 1864 on their trun-

nions (see middle left), it’s doubtful the 

cannons were used on the Pensacola 

during the war. 

Wooster’s Civil War 

Navy Cannons 
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The USS Pensacola fires a broadside of her nine-inch smoothbore guns while battling the CSS Governor Moore, 

after passing Confederate forts on the lower Mississippi:  From Battles and Leaders of the Civil War 

Report of  

Captain Henry W. Morris, 

United States Steam-Sloop 

“Pensacola”  
At anchor off New Orleans, 

April 28, 1862. 
 

Sir-I have the honor to report the 

following incidents and occurrences of 

the conflict of the 24th and 25th of April 

in passing Forts Jackson and St. Philip 

and their adjacent batteries; also the en-

gagement with the rebel gun-boats and 

the “ram,” which were stationed above 

those forts; also, the action with the bat-

teries located a few miles below this city, 

which later took place on the 25th in-

stant. 

Your order to me was that this ship 

should, after passing the barricades be-

low the forts, proceed to the attack of 

Fort St. Philip, in order to divert its fire 

from your division, so that you should 

not be exposed to the fire of both the 

forts at the same time.  

On our arrival at the opening of the 

barricade the enemy opened his fire on 

us. We proceeded slowly through it, fir-

ing only our bow guns, until we reached 

a position where our broadside guns 

could be used; we then continued slowly 

on, frequently stopping and returning his 

fire, and sustaining that of the rebel gun-

boats at the same time, until we had 

reached a point above that fort where its 

fire could no longer reach us. 

The ram [CSS Manassas] after 

having struck the Varuna gun-boat, and 

forced her run on shore to prevent sink-

ing, advanced to attack this ship, coming 

down on us right ahead. 

She was perceived by Lieutenant F. 

A. Roe just in time to avoid her by 

sheering the ship and she passed close 

on our starboard side, receiving, as she 

went by, a broadside from us. 

The gun-boats of the enemy fled up 

river, and some of them were run on 

shore and set fire by their own crews. 

We were under the fire of the enemy 

about two hours.  

We then steamed up river to render 

assistance to the Varuna. We sent out 

our boats to her to assist taking off her 

officers and crew; and have seven of the 

former and about sixty of the latter now 

on board. 

The conduct of the officers and 

crew of this ship was in every respect 

praiseworthy, evincing coolness and 

courage of the highest order. The fire of 

the guns was kept up with all the rapid-

ity which the circumstances of the action 

demanded, to insure injury to the enemy 

without the wasting of ammunition. 

The amount of damage inflicted by 

us on him cannot be ascertained, but I 

believe that it must have been very con-

siderable. It is impossible in a night at-

tack to do justice to each officer’s merits 

by specifying his particular conduct in 

the battle, but the result of the conflict is 

the best evidence of the great behaviour 

of them all… 
                 
Editor’s Note: The above report 

came from the Naval History of the 

Civil War by Admiral David D. Porter 

(1886).  As said before, the Pensacola 

lost 37 killed and wounded in the battle. 

Farragut’s Civil War flagship, the 

USS Hartford, was around until 1956, 

when she foundered at her berth at the 

Norfolk Navy Yard. The ship was used 

as an “apprentice training ship” from 

1887 to 1890 and a training ship from 

1899 to 1912 (see postcard below).  

I was surprised that no effort was 

ever made to restore the Hartford, sec-

ond in fame to only the USS Monitor. 

Of course, as I say that, people are des-

perately trying to raise funds to save the 

USS Olympia, the Spanish American 

flagship of another Civil War veteran, 

Admiral George Dewey... 

Civil War naval veterans of Span-

ish American War fame...well, that’s a 

whole other area of postcards and a 

whole other article. 

Hartford, From Page5 
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