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Make Your  

Reservations  

Now 

 

To All Club Members  

planning to attend the  

CWVHA banquet!  
 

The cost will be $25.00 per per-

son this year. You should send me a 

check for the number of persons that 

are coming in your party.  

I will need  to let the caterer  

know by May 1st the total number of 

guests.  Please pay early.   

Do not mail checks to me after 

April 20th as I am coming to the show 

by train and will be leaving Seattle on 

Sunday the 27th.  IF you mail them 

after April 20th, I won't get them in 

time.  

 My address is: 

Peter M. Coulton, 8912 Wildwood 

Ave SW, Lakewood WA 98498.  

Please make the checks payable to: 

Peter M. Coulton. 
I have the room booked and the 

caterer has us on her schedule. We will 

be having Prime Rib of Beef Plus two 

other entrees this year. 

You can bring own bottle of wine 

or what ever poison you choose. As 

there will be no bartender, "IT'S 

BYOB." Coffee or soda will be in-

cluded with the meal. 

If you have any questions, please 

feel free to call me @ 206-550-4583 

after 8am Pacific time. 

The Veteran                

The gentleman wearing the Buckley Post ribbon is Akron tycoon Paul E. Werner, 

a German transplant and publishing giant. 

 

A Curious Member of the Buckley Post 

By Paul Huff 
 

When I spotted the Werner’s 

March sheet music at the Bookseller in 

Akron, Ohio, I had to scratch my head. 

Here’s a guy looking like he’s 

ready to march into Belgium with the 

Kaiser, a Buckley Post G.A.R. ribbon 

pinned on his chest. And I’d seen old 

G.A.R. veterans with varying hats, but 

never a spiked helmet! 

Thus began my interest in one of 

Akron’s most colorful characters, Paul 

E. Werner. 

Inscribed under Werner’s portrait 

were the words, ―Capt. P. E. Werner as 

Chief Marshall Memorial Day Akron, 

O., 1897.‖ 

I found out later this was his third 

time serving as Chief Marshall for the 

city’s parade. I also found out that he was 

an honorary, or associate member, of the 

Buckley Post. 

Werner wasn’t even in the country 

when fellow German immigrants wore 

the Union Blue. 

Samuel A. Lane’s Fifty Years and 

Over of Summit County, says he was 

born in Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1850. 

He crossed the ocean to America in 

in the Summer of 1867 and arrived in 

Akron by the Fall. 

See Werner, Page 4 
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The Veteran 

 
The Veteran is published quar-

terly and is the official publication of 

the Civil War Veterans Historical 

Association.  

All articles, photographs, and 

art are copyrighted. All rights re-

served. Nothing may be reprinted 

or copied without permission of 

the C.W.V.H.A.  

Articles may be submitted ei-

ther in typewritten form or electroni-

cally (e-mail or disk). MSWord, or 

Works is the preferred software 

choices. All materials will be re-

turned.  

If you have questions, please 

call Paul Huff at (330) 571-8937 or 

E-mail me, gphuff2@msn.com. 

Send typed stories or correspon-

dence to Paul Huff, 656 Prior Park 

Drive, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223. 

CWVHA OFFICERS 
 

President:  

Dan M. Mitchell 
dmitc874@aol.com  

 

Vice-President: 

John Mullay 
jj318@comcast.net  

 

Secretary:  

Shane Bowles  
badgesu2@bellsouth.net  

 

Treasurer: 

Cindy Zerkowski 
denver1883@roadrunner.com 

 

Editor:  

Paul Huff  
gphuff2@msn.com 

Dear Members, 

 

 The Veteran is back.  Paul Huff is to be congratulated for volunteering 

to take on the task of editing and publishing this newest issue.  This is no small 

job. 

 

 I would also like to congratulate Peter Coulton for providing us with a 

meeting room and banquet for the upcoming annual meeting.  The meeting 

will be on Saturday, May 3. 

 

 Now it is time for our membership to think hard and long about select-

ing a slate of new officers for CWVHA for the coming year.  One must keep in 

mind that our organization has not had a newsletter published for about a year.  

Because of this, it will be a different task for a new slate of officers.  I know 

Cindy Zerkowski, our treasurer, will be glad to see this issue of The Veteran.  

She has fielded all of the questions our members have asked about the newslet-

ter and dues.  She has done a tremendous job of explaining our situation.  I, for 

one, greatly appreciate her efforts. 

 

 We now find ourselves in the 150th Anniversary years of the Civil 

War.  We are also in a period when this event has gone relatively unnoticed by 

the general public.  There has been no celebration as there was for the Centen-

nial years in 1961-1965.  

  

 This has been true for Civil War Roundtables and many other histori-

cal societies.   Our Roundtable in Indianapolis is having a real tough time plus, 

the Indiana Historical Society has shown no increased interest in the 150th An-

niversary.  The history of the Civil War in our elementary and high schools 

gets very little attention and what is being taught is so ―politically correct‖ that 

it is hardly recognizable by people of my generation. 

   

 The younger generation, who are attending the Ohio Show, our poten-

tial new members, are looking at WWII in the same way as I looked at the 

Civil War at their age.  You probably have noticed the re-enactors attending 

the show now are as likely to be WWII German or GI’s as they are Civil War.  

Our association members are getting along with very little new blood to slow 

down the aging process.  We are spread out over the country and only a few, 

even in our best years, ever attend the annual meeting. 

 

 With all of the above in mind, I want all of you to formulate ideas and 

questions for the membership at the banquet meeting.  There is no program as 

we will devote the time to questions, ideas and election of officers. 

  

 Last, I would like to give George Kane a huge THANK YOU for de-

voting many, many years to The Veteran.  He gave all of us good reading.  Dr. 

George and Betty Findlayson also need a big THANKS for arranging the an-

nual banquet and decorating the tables with beautiful flowers. 

      

     Yours in  F.C.& L. 

                    Dan M. Mitchell 

A Letter From the President 
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A Letter From the Editor 
 

In 1975, Leonard Nimoy’s book, I 

am not Spock, teleported in to the 

stores, causing immediate controversy 

amongst rabid Star Trek fans. The title 

makes one think he’s battling being 

typecast in the role he made famous in 

the original TV series. 

Whatever Nimoy’s intentions were, 

I feel a need to acknowledge immedi-

ately that I’m not George Kane. The 

style and content of my first issue of 

The Veteran makes it obvious. It’s a 

daunting task to follow someone who 

did such a fantastic job for so many 

years.  

I often told friends that even if I 

missed CWVHA banquets, the newslet-

ter was worth the price of membership. 

Every newsletter I received from George 

has been reverently placed in archival 

sleeves which were placed in a large 

notebook which now sits in a quick ac-

cess spot in my office. Indeed, without 

the newsletter, we’ve been in a quandary 

about the CWVHA’s future. 

I lack George’s vast knowledge of 

Civil War veteran badges or where to 

find it out. One experience we share is a 

lack of membership participation in the 

newsletter. My E-mail box was a lonely 

place when I called for articles last year. 

I did receive one idea for an article, just 

an idea. 

That being said, I enjoy my mem-

bership in the CWVHA and will work 

on The Veteran until I’m fired or burn 

out. I have but one warning; I go with 

what I know. So without member sub-

missions (which I’d love to help you put 

together) you may find the contents 

leaning to Unionist-Northeast Ohio 

stuff. That’s what I know! 

I’ll end this letter with sage wis-

dom given to me in college. In my last 

journalism class the professor posed a 

seemingly ponderous question. ―What’s 

the first job of any newspaper?‖ My 

mind generated lofty philosophical an-

swers—to be a watchdog of govern-

ment—to seek the truth—to educate the 

public… 

His answer was, ―The first job of 

any newspaper is to come out.‖  The 

Veteran is now out.  
 

As Spock would say, ―May the 

CWVHA live long and prosper!” 

Do You Know  

Anything About This? 
 

Have you ever seen this pitcher 

before and do you know anything 

about it? 

It’s obviously both a G.A.R. and  

campaign item for President William 

McKinley’s second election.  

Along with the raised pattern of 

the G.A.R. crest, G.A.R. badge and 

Union corps signs it has G.O.P., 

McKinley and Teddy in blue ink 

printed repeatedly on it. 

Becky Urban of the Peninsula 

Foundation would like to know. E-mail 

me, (gphuff2@msn.com), if you have 

the story. Of course, we all know the 

G.A.R. was not political... 

CWVHA Members in the News 

CWVHA Member Tim Graham 

was elected Senior Vice-Commander 

of the Ohio Department, Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War at their De-

partment Encampment in Columbus on 

June 8, 2013. 

His new duties include, 

―...promoting the order, receiving the 

reports of the committees and filling in 

for the Department Commander. I have 

been helping to refurbish the Triem 

Camp No. 43 in Salem and will take 

the Voris Camp No. 67, under my wing 

soon.‖ 

Tim has served as the Ohio De-

partment’s Junior Vice Commander 

(2012-2013). He also served as the 

Camp Commander of Cleveland’s James 

A. Garfield Camp from 1999 to 2001and 

from 2010 to 2012. 

Tim was also a ―master fund-raiser‖ 

for the camp, and for years you seldom 

found him without a packet of raffle tick-

ets, actually multiple packets, to sell. 

Tim’s Civil War ancestor was, 

―Capt. Tully Collins Bushnell, Co. C, 42nd 

OVI. He was in the 42nd Ohio Volunteer 

Infantry (President Garfield’s Regiment) 

for about a year and then was attached to 

the Quartermaster in Nashville TN.‖ 

―He seems to have had a political 

connection with James A. Garfield. He 

originated from Haysville in Ashland 

County; where he was a merchant and 

Justice of the Peace.‖ 

Tim says today the SUVCW works 

to preserve Civil War history and monu-

ments. They also work to find the graves 

of Civil War soldiers and make sure 

they’re marked. 

A CWVHA member for several 

years, he’ll be looking for G.A.R. swords 

and belt buckles at the 2014 Mansfield 

Show. 

 

Do you know of a CWVHA 

member who’s in the news? 

LET US KNOW! 
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He worked first as a clerk and 

book keeper for local concerns. In 

1874, he purchased  the Akron Ger-

mania. Werner would later start other 

newspapers in 1878, the Sunday Ga-

zette and the Akron Daily and 

Weekly Tribune.  

By 1884, he was ready to move 

onto his next endeavor and he disposed 

of his newspaper interests. 

It was in 1886 that Werner started 

his most successful endeavor, the 

Werner Printing and Lithograph Com-

pany.  

Lane wrote that the plant’s two 

story brick building covered ―an area of 

more than three acres with over 

137,000 square feet of floor space…‖ 

―Under one roof and one manage-

ment, printing in all its branches, book-

making, lithographing, wood and metal 

engraving.‖ 

On August 28, 1897, a large, bold

-type, five deck headline on page 3 of 

the Akron Daily Beacon and Republi-

can (Akron Beacon) proclaimed: 

 

RECORD BROKEN 

Six Car Loads Of Books in One 

Day 

WERNER COMPANY IS BUSY 

Large Orders for the Book Department 

are Declined 

Work to Keep the Big Plant Busy on 

Hand 

The paper stated, ―The Werner 

Company broke all records of the daily 

output of its book department Friday. On 

that one day 10,482 completed volumes 

were produced. This is a large number. It 

means not less than six carloads of 

books.‖ 

It was a great year for Paul E. 

Werner and it would be a great year for 

Akron’s Memorial Day Parade. 

 

The Memorial Day Parade 
 

At the end of April, the Akron Bea-

con announced on its front page that 

Werner was the ―unanimous choice‖ to 

have charge of the 1897 Memorial Day 

parade. 

The choice was made during a meet-

ing in the mayor’s office.  

One of those in attendance was Col. 

George Todd Perkins (105th O.V.I.), 

serving as the Chairman of the Buckley 

Post of the G.A.R. 

He stated the ―members of the 

Grand Army had decided to merely 

decorate the graves of their departed 

comrades. He was of the opinion they 

were growing too old to take charge of   

any further Memorial Day exercises.‖ 

Several more front page articles 

followed in the May’s editions. 

One announced that 3,000 people 

would be marching in the parade. A tri-

umphal arch was being completed at one 

spot while a bandstand was being con-

structed at another. 

At 5:00 a.m., a salute of 21 half-

minute guns would kick off a day that 

included a parade, military drills, after-

noon children’s choruses and a five-

band open air concert lasting from 8 till 

10 in the evening. 

The article relayed, ―Mr. Werner 

requests that all the people of the city on 

that day decorate their houses and lawns 

especially along the line of march.‖ 

 A May 21st article listed some of 

the parade participants, ―Eighth Regi-

ment Infantry, Ohio National Guard; 

regiment of veterans; Sixth Regiment of 

A post card of the Werner Company: Eleven buildings altogether,  it was 

once the largest printing company in the world. It was used for a variety of 

interests once Werner lost it. Falling apart over the years, the Pflueger Corpo-

ration, makers of fishing gear and tackle, were its last owners. After catching 

fire in 1969, it was demolished. Ironically, Pflueger Corporation’s founder, 

Ernest F. Pflueger, was the son of German immigrants. 

Werner’s Administrative Office: Note the 

building in the inset at the top left of the post 

card. Called “Werner’s Castle” by some, it was 

finished in August of 1897. Located across the 

street from the plant, it still stands today and is 

still in use. 

Werner, From Page 1 

See Parade, Page 6 
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The Werner Company and 

Military Books 
 

Are the products of the Werner Com-

pany unfamiliar to you? There’s a good 

chance you’ve used or seen Werner books 

without even knowing it.  

How about the Roster of Ohio Sol-

diers during the War of the Rebellion? 

Werner’s presses printed volumes I, IV, V, 

VI and XI. 

In 1874 the Werner company  printed 

The Campaigns of the 124th Regiment, 

Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with Roster 

and Roll of Honor by G. W. Lewis.  The 

company also produced the History of the 

104th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infan-

try from 1862 to 1865 by N. A. Penny in 

1886.  

But the most visible of all Werner’s 

works are the military prints from disem-

boweled copies of The United States 

Army and Navy: 1776-1899 (pictured at 

the top) popping up occasionally at the 

Mansfield Show. 

Copyrighted in 1899, it’s a pretty 

hefty haul, measuring in inches, around 

13.5 by 17.5 and 1.5 thick. Leafing 

through it, I counted 38 full-page illustra-

tions, more army than navy, in both war 

and peace.  

At least six prints were of Civil War 

army scenes, like the ―U.S.-Horse-

Artillery -1865‖ (shown to the right). It 

included but one Civil War Navy scene, 

―U.S. Navy-Sinking of the Alabama-June 

11th, 1864‖ (shown on the bottom, right). 

Former Indian fighter, Lt. Colonel 

Arthur L. Wagner, wrote the U.S. Army 

history for the book. At the time of the 

book’s printing, he was Commandant of 

the Army’s Infantry and Cavalry School at 

Leavenworth, Kansas. Commander J.D. 

Jerrold Kelly provided the history of the 

U.S. Navy. 

Famed illustrator Henry Alexander 

(H.A.) Ogden did three prints of 1899 

army uniforms. As of late, I believe 

Werner’s second son, Frank Alfred 

Werner, did most of the art work. The 

majority of the illustrations have an angled

-underlined ―Werner‖ on the bottom left. 

The book, Artist in Ohio: 1787-

1900, lists ―Frank‖ as a ―portrait, figure, 

landscape and flower painter,‖ born in 

Akron (1875) and ―active in Akron until 

about 1908.‖ For a long time I thought 

the stylized “Werner” was just a company 

logo. 
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Ohio; Knights of St. John; Second Ohio 

regiment; Uniformed Rank Knights of 

Pythias, Battery F, First regiment Light 

artillery, Ohio National guard; Akron 

Camp No. 27, Sons of Veterans; Float 

equipped by the Woman’s Relief corps, 

No. 23, of Akron, O., representing the 

―Temple of Fame,‖ a tribute to veterans 

of the war of the rebellion.‖ 

 On June 1st, Akron Beacon 

called it, ―The Grandest Observance of 

Memorial Day Which the City Has 

Ever Witnessed.‖ Luckily the day, with 

all it’s preparations, was blessed with 

good weather.  

The parade started around 2:00 

p.m. At least 300 Civil War veterans 

marched in the ―monster parade.‖ The 

Goodrich Band marched ahead of them 

playing music that ―oft before had led 

them to glorious victory or undaunted 

defeat.‖ 

The Woman’s Relief Corps float, 

resembling a miniature Greek temple 

then rolled past. On it, young girls rep-

resenting  Poetry, Music, Art, History, 

Ohio and Akron ―all bowed down to 

the Goddess of Liberty, Miss Norris.‖ 

―Music, art, poetry and history 

pay tribute to our honored dead,‖ was 

inscribed at the base of the temple.‖ 

Above the dome were the words, 

―Their deeds are written in the temple 

of fame.‖ 

―An escort of the Sons of Veter-

ans Rifles, 30 in number...accompanied 

the float.‖ 

Then came the Union Veterans Un-

ion, Abraham Lincoln command No. 1. 

―Forty time-worn heroes were in a line 

and there was not a heart but was touched 

with sympathetic emotions by this gradu-

ally decreasing file of the nation’s hon-

ored men.‖ 

Of course there were plenty of Ger-

man militia men marching including 90 

men of Akron’s Landwehr-verin and forty 

men of the Akron Militaerverin. 

Behind the German-Americans were 

five carriages of disabled Union veterans 

and eight carriages hauling ―the president, 

orator, chaplain and vice-presidents of the 

day.‖ 

The Akron Beacon said, ―While the 

credit of achieving the success of the day 

is due to many hearts and hands and the 

cooperation of the good people in Akron 

in general, it is recognized by all that to 

Mr. Paul E. Werner’s energy and labor 

belongs the largest share of the honor.‖ 

Werner was selected again as Chief 

Marshall of the parade in1898. But news 

of the Spanish-American War relegated 

Memorial Day to the inside of the news-

paper. The public was more concerned 

with young men going to war than young 

men who died in a war decades before. 

In 1899, an aging G.A.R. asked the 

city to dispense with the parade. Werner 

was not mentioned. 

The publisher’s fortunes waned in 

the early 20th century. Karl H. Grismer’s 

Akron and Summit County details the 

decades long roller-coaster ride and final 

collapse of Werner’s publishing concerns. 

He left to start a rubber manufacturing 

company in Kansas in 1914, which even-

tually failed. 

In 1926, his old friends coaxed him 

back to Akron and he returned to take 

over his old newspaper, the Akron Ger-

mania.  

Werner died on February 6, 1931, 

and is buried in Akron, a town he loved 

that loved him back. 

 

 

Parade, From Page 4 A Proud German 
 

Werner may have come to Amer-

ica, but he still had Germany in his 

heart. 

Samuel Lane notes he was a 

―Captain‖ in Company Buchtel, German 

Guards, President of the Germania Cen-

tral Association of Summit County and 

President of the Akron Germania Co. 

In 1900, his company produced 

Deutschlands Heer and Flotte 

(Germany’s Army and Navy). It was a 

German counterpart (in size, content and  

art) to one covering the U.S. Army 

printed in 1899. (See above)  It contains 

text in both German and English. 

Historian Karl H. Grismer tells 

how his pro-German stance sunk his 

rubber manufacturing efforts in Kansas. 

During World War I, ―Mr. Werner 

was opposed to United States entry into 

the war and did not hesitate in giving 

voice to his beliefs.’ 

―As a result, his financial backers 

became disturbed and he was frozen out, 

losing everything he had.‖ 
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By: Rebecca Urban 

Peninsula Foundation 

 
Every historic building has its 

own story. They offer a chance to im-

merse oneself in the past and imagine 

all that those four walls have seen 

throughout its history.  

Northeast Ohio has its own Civil 

War gem – a restored Grand Army of 

the Republic Hall in Peninsula. This is 

its story. 

Peninsula’s Grand Army of the 

Republic Hall was originally built circa 

1850 as a one-room schoolhouse for 

Boston Township. It was used as a 

school until a new building was con-

structed across the street in 1887.  

The building was then remodeled 

into the George L. Waterman Post of 

the Grand Army of the Republic. Lieu-

tenant Waterman was a Peninsula na-

tive who was murdered in Dayton 

while attempting to quell pro-slavery 

rioting. 

At the turn of the century, the 

G.A.R. Hall was the social center for 

the village where weddings, funerals, 

plays, and parties were held as well as 

meetings of the Grand Army of the Re-

public. 

The hall served as a basketball court 

for the school after it moved across the 

street. It was also the location for one of 

the first showings of a motion picture in 

Summit County. 

The last members of the G.A.R. 

returned the property to the Village in 

1914. Veterans returning from World 

War I formed the Fauble Post of the 

American Legion and purchased the 

G.A.R. Hall from the Village in 1931.  

From 1943 until 1949, the G.A.R. 

Hall was also home of the Peninsula 

Players, a local theater group. 

World War II brought an end to the 

building’s usefulness for the American 

Legion and Peninsula Players, at which 

time it fell into complete disrepair.  

By the early 1960’s the west wing 

was gone, and the building was in such 

poor condition that it was slated for de-

struction as a fire drill by the local fire 

department.  

Local preservationist Robert L. 

Hunker purchased the G.A.R. Hall and 

saved it from destruction. He painstak-

ingly restored the building to its original 

grandeur, using old photographs as ref-

erences.  

The G.A.R. Hall is now owned by 

Grand Old Hall of the Waterman Post G.A.R. 

The Peninsula Foundation sponsors Civil War Lectures in the old hall. This year 

they’re also bringing the play, The Andersonville Trial, in September. 

Rebecca Urban stands next to one of several Lincoln portraits hanging inside 

Peninsula’s G.A.R. Hall. She explained, “This is an example of 19th century Pho-

toshopping. Lincoln’s head was placed on the shoulders of another man’s portrait 

and reproduced to satisfy the mass demand for his image.” 
See G.A.R. Hall,  Page 8 
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the Peninsula Foundation, a not for 

profit foundation established by Robert 

L. Hunker in 1997 to promote historic 

preservation, maintain archives, pre-

serve artifacts, and provide tours of its 

historic buildings. 

Even after 160 years, Peninsula’s 

G.A.R. Hall is still vital to the commu-

nity. People from our area and beyond 

come to celebrate private events, such 

as weddings, holidays, and funerals. 

They also attend public program-

ming, including our Civil War Lecture 

Series, exhibits, live music, teas, thea-

ter, educational programming, and 

more.   

Because of the vision and action 

of the Peninsula Foundation’s founder, 

Robert L. Hunker, visitors and resi-

dents can still enjoy the G.A.R. Hall 

and many of our canal village’s historic 

structures. 

Becky Urban is the Administra-

tor of the Peninsula Foundation. She 

heads up programming and special 

events. We’ll have more about the 

Hall in future newsletters. 

Remnants of 

Victorian Splendor 
 

When  Paul E. Werner’s mansion 

(top-right post card) was demolished in 

the 1950’s, Robert L. Hunker salvaged 

some of the woodwork and installed it 

in Peninsula’s G.A.R. Hall. 

You would be hard pressed to 

find craftsman alive today who could 

replicate the artistry. You’ll find the 

remnants (see middle photos) down-

stairs near the bar and upstairs in back 

of the stage. 

 

A Life in Postcards 
 

Depending on your source, Ger-

mans or Americans invented the post 

card. Nobody questions that the Ger-

mans were the main printer of post 

cards, even of American themes, up 

until World War I. 

So it’s not surprising that so much 

of Werner’s life and final resting place 

(see bottom-right) is recorded on post 

cards. We’ve used three in this issue of 

The Veteran, two of them printed in 

Germany. 

G.A.R. Hall, From Page 7 


